Minutes of the World Methodist 
Council and Conference 


The Seventeenth World Methodist Conference 
Council Meets in Presence of Conference 


August 12, 1996 
SESSION I 
I. REPORTS FROM COUNCILTO CONFERENCE 


The World Methodist Council wascalled to order by Dr. Donald English, Chairperson 
at noon inthe Rio Centro Conference Center. World Methodist Council Memberswere 
seated in a special center section surrounded by Conference Delegates. Dr. English 
explainedto all present that Council Members were seated asa group so they would be in 
place ifvoting was required inthe session. 


Il. WORSHIP AND LITURGY COMMITTEE REPORT 


Dr. English invited Dr. D'Arcy Wood, Chairperson, to presenta report fromthe World 
Methodist Council Worship and Liturgy Committee. 

Dr. Wood broughtan oral report, explaining thata written report wouldbe published 
inthe Conference Book of Proceedings. (See Seminar section). 

Wood intreduced his report by telling a story thatis often used against liturgists, but 
it can equally be used to illustrate the importance of the standing committee on Worshipand 
Liturgy ofthe World Methodist Council. 

“Inthe mountains there was a religious community of brothers who observed the 
discipline ofdaily prayer several timesaday. The headofthe communitywascalled “prior” 
and the prior hada petcat. The catwas very much attached to the prior, so followed him 
tothe chapel each day for worship...thiswasa very religious cat. The only trouble wasas 
the brothers sang the chants, the cat was inclined tojoinin. The combinationofthecatwith 
the human voice wasnot particularly melodious or helpful. Also the cat began te wander 
around the chapel and to disturb the concentration of the brothers. 

“It was decided the best thing to do was to tie up this cat and prevent the cat from 
interfering withthe worship, sotheydid. Atthe door eachday the cat wastied up for worship. 
The time came when the prior became old and he died. But the cat still came along to 
worship and was tied up by one of the brothers every day. But then the cat also became 
quite old and the cat died. 
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“The question was asked among the brothers, ‘What do we do, now that we donot 
haveacattotieup?” They decided they neededa replacementcat. So theygot another 
cat, sowhen theycame toworship, theycould head for thechapeland tie itupat the door.” 
Then it was decided that the tradition was being lost, so they instituted a course at the 
neighboring theological seminary. The course was on liturgical cattieing, so that everybody 
would know what to do witha catin the right way." 

The Worshipand Liturgy Committee isnot justinterested inthatvery practical question 
of howto tie up cats, we are also interested in the question of why we should tie up a cat, 
ifthatiswhat we doin our worship. Weare also interested inthe deeper question, “Why 
should we have acat tall?” If youdo decide you needa catin your worship, whatsort of 
cat should itbe and how should you train that cat in order thatit might be a good liturgical 
cat? Those are the kinds of questions we are examining and the Committee on Worship and 
Liturgyisnot only interested in comparing worship from one part of the world to another, 
and one part ofthe Methodist family to another, butwe are also interestedin whatwe can 
learnacrossthe cultural and linguisticand traditionalbarriers that separate us. Weare also 
interested in learning whatwe can borrow from each other to profit. 

The cultural factors enter into this sharing exercise that we might undertake asworld 
Methodists. The differences of culture are great, so it wasdecided several years ago in the 
committee that we would have a seminar at this conference in Rio on the subject of culture 
andworship. We calledit ‘Celebrating the Faithin our World Parish.” Ourmajor speaker 
was Dr. Karen Westerfield Tucker from Duke Universityin the United States. 

Dr. Wood reviewed three points from her remarks: 

The first is that we all are products of more than one culture. Or, at least we are the 
products of several sub-cultures according to our upbringing. The cultural factors of 
language, of family, oflocal church, of denominationand ofnation. Soitisn’t simplya matter 
of seeking to move from one culture to a second culture. We have a bundle of cultures to 
deal with. 

The second pointisthatworship isnever without some culturalclothing. Worship does 
notexist pure and simplein the New Testamentwithout culture. Itis born into a culture and 
that culture is transmitted and changed. Itis the culture that gives flesh and givesshape to 
what we doinworship. 

A third pointis this: When we seek to borrow from one another, which] am sure we 
are allinterested in doing, we should take some care for the context from which cultural 
formscome, whether itbe music, or language, or particular kindsoftheologyand preaching. 
Take care for the contextin order that you may transmit worthily into a new context that 
whichyouare borrowing. Eight other topics were addressed and an outline oftopicswas 
made available. 

The main program of work of the committee was preparation for the Conference 
seminar. In future the committee hopes to facilitate more sharing around the world and 
when these plans become more concrete they will be passed on to all members of the 
Council so the processis clear as to how sharing the resourcesaround the Methodist family 
maytake place. 

Dr. Wood announced that after serving five years as chairperson of the Standing 
Committee, the committee with great confidence and enthusiasm, was nominating Dr. 
Karen Westerfield Tucker as chairperson. 

Dr. English thanked Dr. Wood and asked that the Council RECEIVE the report. The 
Council AGREED. 
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II. EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 


Dr.John C. A. Barrett, Chairperson ofthe WMC Education Committee in introducing 
this report defined education: ‘‘Education is many things. It can be seen as a way of 
controlling people, but it can also be a way of empowering people. At its lowest level, 
educationis the key, often the essential key, toemployment and economic prosperity. For 
nations, education is the key to democratic government. For individuals, it is the key to 
personal participation incommunity development. Acritical understanding of education 
involves the study of the latent as well as the manifest curriculum. Someone has said, 
‘Education is what you are left with when you have forgotten everything you were taught 
at school.’ Education is about values, but values are communicated primarilythrough what 
Latin American scholars have identified as ‘the hidden curriculum.’ Thatis, howa school 
or college treatsits studentsand its staff. Or, whatin practice, what are the things that really 
seem to matter inthe way in whichit usesits resources.” 


As Christians and as followers of John Wesley, we are passionate in our belief that 
educationisa right for everyone. But we wish to be openand self critical aboutthe values 
thatunderlie our educational activities. We see education as partof our Christian mission, 
butwe follow Christin valuing each individualand respecting individual integrity. 

The WMC Education Committee is five years old. It was inaugurated as a World 
Methodist Council Standing Committee at Singaporein 1991. Amongstitsaimsare firstly, 
to enable the World Methodist Council to be more effectively involved in the worldwide 
debate about the role of education, and in particular to discussissues relating to Christian 
value-centered education. Secondly, to enable sharing within the worldwide Methodist 
family of experiencesand insights into both the philosophy and the practice of Christian 
education. Thirdly, to encourage the formation ofa worldwide association of Methodist 
Schools, Collegesand Universities for mutual encouragement and support and to encour- 
age reflection onwhat it meanstobe a Methodist-related institution. 

InternationalAssociation of Methodist Schools, Collegesand Universities (AMSCU): 
At the same time the Education Committee was established, a separate but affiliated 
organization was formed, IAMSCU. This stands for International Association of Methodist 
Schools, Collegesand Universities. The Education Committee at its meetings in Varna and 
Tallinn decided thatits priority in this first quinquennium ofits life should be the identification 
and drawing together of Methodist educationalinstitutions worldwide. It, therefore, decided 
to join forces withIAMSCU in the planning and promotion of lastweek’s seminar. 

Dr. Roger Ireson reportedon the Education Seminar, “Educating for World Citizen- 
ship.” (See Seminar section) 

He outlined committee accomplishments: In the last five years the Education 
Committee has produced a directory. We now have linked 525 Methodist institutions 
around the world incommon concernand effort. Exchanges between the institutions of 
faculty and students and various awards and scholarshipsis nowin process. In 1998 the 
IAMSCU Conference will meet in England tocelebrate the 250th Anniversary of Kingswood 
School by John Wesley and Methodism’s commitment to education. In 2001 the 
committee will meetagain with the World Methodist Council. 

Another body in the United States has produced a book which is being studied in 
various churches called, ‘‘Education, the Gift of Hope." We hope to put together a 
specialized computer network where students willbe able to enter into other libraries around 
the world bycomputer. Trulywe are educating for world citizenship. 
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Dr. Ely Eser Cesar reported on Educationin Brazil: “The educational systemin Brazil 
beganin thelast centurywith the first missionariesthat came to the country. Schooland 
church began together. Today we have 48 schools running from kindergarten to 
universities. 50,000 studentsand almost ,000 professorsin 10 states of thisnation. The 
schools are related to the church, although the church in general does not finance the 
institutions. Justthe opposite. Itisthe schoolsthat participate with projectsand programs 
and effort that the church organize for mission. 

“The system reflects a document approved in General Conference in 1982 which 
emphasized educationasan instrument of transformationof our unjust societyas integral 
partof processofimplantationof the kingdom ofGod amongus. To give youa sample of 
the guidelines used in conducting our institutions, let us quote ‘our education offers the 
person and community an understanding of life and society dedicated to a liberating 
practice.’ As you know, the Methodist church in our country today is seeing the very 
movementofGod. Inthe lastfive yearsthe churchin Brazilhasincreasedat the same extent 
we didin the first S80 yearsofmission. Because ofthis growth, the bishopshave requested 
assistance in the creation ofa newschooleachyear forthe nextten years of our mission in 
the country. Youare accepting that challenge. 

The Council AGREED to acceptthe report. 


IV. WORLD METHODIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY REPORT 


Dr. Donald Dayton, acting president of the World Methodist Historical Societybrought 
the report. He has servedthe pastcouple ofyearsdueto the illness of Dr. JamesUdy who 
hasbeen president for the pastten years. 

The new WMHS President, Bishop Zablon John Nihamburi, from Kenya, was 
introduced, then Dr. Dayton explained thatthe WMHS holds internationalconferences then 
workswith regionsto facilitate their work. 

This year isthe 25th anniversary of the Historical Bulletin of the World Methodist 
Historical Society which has been a major force in linking Methodist historians and 
Methodist churches in various parts of the world. A current issue has the history of the 
Historical Bulletin ofthe WMHS and information about the editors, etc., inthis celebrative 
issue. 

Dr. Febe Rossi wasthen invited toreporton the Benedictine Conferencein Rome. Dr. 
Rossi explained that Dr. Albert Outler had first suggested the greatrelevance of having an 
encounter between Benedictines and Methodists and then it was Dr. James Udy, the 
President of the Society for 10years, anda verystrong proponentof the Methodist heritage, 
who realkyworkedonand prepared thisconference onavery crucialissue, ‘‘Sanctification 
inthe Benedictine and Methodist Traditions.” Certainlyif the eventtook place it was because 
of the prayers of many people all around the world. There were approximately 130 
participants including 30 scholars. The participants lived a great fellowship and great 

spirituality. Whenitcame to having the Lord's Supper, we all had Eucharist. Itis important 
that this may not be just something to remember but a living memory as we leave this 
monument. A seed that must be cherished and must grow. 

Dr. Rossi said 19 ofthe papersof the text have been printed by the Asbury Theological 
Seminary's Journaland anitalian version willbe published ina couple of months. 

Dr. Dayton expressed gratitudeto Febe Rossi -citing what she accomplishes from her 
wheelchair that others of usare notable todo. 
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One of Dr. Dayton's assignments for the two-year period served wasto plan the next 
world conference and do preliminarywork onthat. He wasalso instructed to reachthe other 
direction from the ancient and classical churchesand explore Methodism’s relation with the 
younger and newer churches, the Holiness and Pentecostal churchesin the wake of this 
movement. He enlisted the co-sponsorship of the Center for Wesleyan HolinessStudies at 
Asbury Theological Seminary who presented a very generousinvitation of hospitality and 
in two summersabout this time we expect to hold that conference, 

Dr. Dayton spoke briefly aboutthe WMHS seminar (See Seminar section.) 

The Council ACCEPTED the report. 


V. REPORT OF THE WORLD FEDERATION OF METHODIST 
AND UNITING CHURCH WOMEN 


Dr. English invited Dr. Edith Loane to bring the WFM&UCW report, pointing out the 
name change to World Federation of Methodist and United Church Women. Dr. Loane 
recognized all newly-elected officers, area presidentsand vice presidents, and those who had 
attended the WFMW Assembly. Theme for the Assembly was ‘Come Holy Spirit, Weave 
Us Together.” 

Dr. Loane presented anaddress titled ‘Our Way Forward." (See Address section) 

Ms. Renate Bloemand Ms. Lavinia Patarathwho serve as World Federation represen- 
tatives at the United Nations, were introduced. 

Ms. Bloem explained that the World Federationis at the United Nationsto give the 
Christianvoice asa non-governmental organization into the vastarena where many different 
interests prevail. “We are there to give voice to the voiceless, to those whoare constantly 
exploited, to those whose rights are not recognized, they are not at all on the agenda.” 
During the past quinquennium the WFMW has highlighted the plight of girls, the 
discrimination which exists for her all over the world, particularly raising issues regarding 
sexualexploitation. Trade, trafficand sexual exploitation of girls and womenisnow today 
third inworld illicit trade. She hopes the church will take this up. 


Ms. Bloem said that religion is a tricky thing in the United Nations. It is seen as 
oppressive in itsown, as oppressive or oppressant towomen’s human rights. ‘‘Wewere 
there when the whole preparative process for Beijing took place. AsMethodist women, we 
saw thatin the draft platform of action the final outcome, there was onlynegative mention 
of religion, discriminating women, violating women. We know thisexists, butalso wanted 
to highlight the other story that religion is also empowerment for women, liberating for 
women, as Jesus has liberated every oppressed person. Ina paper we brought thisto the 
attention of the preparatory committee, it was finally signed by many other Christian 
organizations, including Jewish and moderate Islamicones. This paper was used to lobby 
allgovernments. Inthe end it wasgiven asthe base to anew paragraphin this platform for 
action and which now states ‘religion plays a vital role in the lives of millions of men and 
women and spurs them to their ethical responsibilities’ ."’ 

Ms. Patarath told about special events atthe UN. Thisyear, 1996, as a seriesof major 
UN conferences come to a close, focus has shifted to the implementation of the many 
agreementsthathavebeen made. 1996 is International Year for the Eradication of Poverty. 
Itwillbe followed bythe first UN Decade for the Eradication of Poverty, 1997-2006. The 
year and the decade both rely heavily on the agreements on poverty eradication as 
articulated particularly the World Summit for Social Development. The purpose of 
declaring an international year is to focus political attention ona critical issue, to create 
opportunities for newinsights and to stimulate national actionsand to redirect resources. 
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The Year and Decade for the Eradication of Poverty provide an opportunity for intensive 
public education and mobilization by government organizations, international organiza- 
tions, labor unionsto generate political momentum atbothnational andinternational levels, 
to implementthe policiesand actions outlined for poverty education contained inall the 
recent UN conferences. October 17 is observed this year by the UN asthe international 
Day for the Eradication of Poverty. 

Pam Klimcke, new editor for the WFMW publication ‘Tree of Life,” wasintroduced, 
and she spoke briefly about communication. 

Dr. Loane introduced newworld officers: World President, Mrs. Khushnud Azariah 
from Pakistan; World Vice President, Miss Battu Jambawai from Sierra Leone; World 
Secretary, Joan Stott from Australia and World Treasurer, Mrs. Ruth Le Couteur, New 
Zealand. 

Inclosing Dr. Loane invited Mrs. Azariahto addressthe group. Shespoke ofthe theme 
for their Assembly, ‘Come Holy Spirit, Weave us Together,” and said itwould be the focus 
aswellasa prayer forthe next five years. She thanked Dr. Edith Loane for her service, and 
the report closed witha ceremonial passing of light to new officers. 

After announcements by the Chairperson, Dr. English, the meeting adjourned for 
lunchand the World Federationand United Church Womenled the Conference delegates 
out of the hall. 


SESSION Il 
VI. ECUMENICAL REPORTS TO CONFERENCE 


The session was called to order by Dr. English at 2:15 p.m. Aftera song, Dr. English 
leadin prayer. Dr. Geoffrey Wainwright wasasked to introduce the Ecumenical afternoon. 

Dr. Wainwright welcomed ecumenical guests on the platform and outlined the 
presentation to come. He called attention to the printed dialogue reports which will be 
coming to the Council for vote: “‘Word of Life” report of dialogue between WMC and 
Roman Catholic Church; “Sharing in the Apostolic Communion’ dialogue with Anglican 
Communion. “Orthodox and Methodists,” a preparatorybookletand guide concerning the 
proposed dialogue which we hope to establish with Orthodox church was also made 
available to Conference delegates. (Text ofthe Roman Catholic/Methodist Report “Word 
of Life’ appearsin the Appendix section. Individual copies of other reportsare available 
fromthe World Methodist Council office.) 

Dr. Wainwrightintroduced the Rev. Timothy Galligan, a staff member atthe Pontifical 
Council for Promoting Christian Unityin Rome, whose special responsibility isto conduct 
the business of Catholic relations with Methodists at the level of dialogue. 

Father Galligan thanked the group for the warm welcome he has received. He 
especially thanked the Council on behalf of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian 
Unity, which isthe office of the Vatican concerned with ecumenism, for asking them to send 
adelegateto the Conference. “‘It'sanimportant sign of our ecumenical progressthat our 
churchesnowconsider itnormal toinvite each other tosome ofour mostimportant internal 
gatherings. The Holy Spirit no longer allows us to gather behind closed doors. We 
Christians are not yet fully united in the way Christ wishes. The Holy Spirit is teaching us 
that those who are baptized into Jesus Christ and desire the unity thatis Hiswill donot have 
secrets from each other. Those who the Lord is calling to be one cannot be competitors 
whenhe callsus brothersand sisters.” 
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Cardinal Cassidy who is the head ofour Pontifical Council and therefore the person to 
whom the Holy Father Pope John Paul has particularly entrusted the leadership of the 
Catholic Church's ecumenical work, sent a message whichhe hasasked Father Galliganto 
convey to the Conference: 

Greeting from Roman Catholic Church 

Toallthe membersof the World Methodist Conference assembled in Rio de Janeiro: 

Through our representative Father Timothy Galligan] send my warm greetingsand 
those of mycolleaguesin the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unityto all who have 
gathered for the 17th World Methodist Conference. 

Itwas 30 years agoin Londonat the 11th World Conference that the decision was 
taken toset upajointcommission for theological dialogue with the Catholic Church. This 
followed the enthusiastic reports of the Methodist Observerswho hadbeen at the Second 
Vatican Council about the commitment the Catholic Church had made to the search for 
Christian Unity. Thatcommitment has recently been forcefully re-emphasized by Pope 
John Paulin his Encyclical Letter Ut Unum Sint. 

The Catholic Churchvaluesthe workof the Joint Commissionand itsdialogue reports 
including its latest one onrevelationand faith, ‘' The Word of Life.” Gradually we have got 
to knoweach other better, we have established common ground and come to understand 
how much more unites usin Christ than dividesus. I commendthe Commission’ swork to 
the reflection of Catholics and Methodists. Although the roadto unity may seem long, we 
have notgone back on the commitment enteredinto in 1966. I hope that we may continue 
to persevere together and in God's grace come to address all that at present seems to 
separate us so that Methodistsand Catholicsmaybe able to receive from eachother all that 
is truly of Christ. 

Forall of you assembled in Rio de Janeiro, | hope you maybe opento the Holy Spirit's 
prompting in your reflections, deliberationsand prayer so the Lord’swillmaybe done more 
perfectlyand thatwe mayall cometo the unityhe desires in order that the world may believe 
in Jesus Christ(cf. Jn 17:21). 

(Signed) Edward Idris Cardinal Cassidy 


Address by Father Tim Galligan 

Father Galligan continued with some personal remarks:’ Firstly, my experienceasthe 
Catholic secretary of our Methodist-Catholic international dialogue isone for whichlam very 
grateful. In the dialogue have experienced the greatcommitmentofthe memberson both 
sides to obeying the Lord’s prayer that ‘we mayall be one,’ to trying ina spirit of love to 
understand and to talkabout our differences, where they come from, andto finding a context 
inwhichas brothers and sistersin which they mightbe resolved. Those qualities present 
in the dialogue which ought tobe found wherever Methodists and Catholics live together 
and interact. Even where difficulties or painful memoriesremainon one side or the other, 
dialogue not conflict, isthe way on which Christ calls us, and we cannot go back on that. 

“Secondly, in four years’ time Christiansacross the world willcelebrate 2000 years of 
grace since Christ wasborn for our salvation. The millennium thatis coming to anend has 
beenone ofincreasing divisionsamong Christians. As Christians have tried to obey Christ's 
command to go out and preach the Gospel to all people, they have also exported their 
divisionsand sometimes their competitiveness. Celebrationsassociated with the year 2000 
challenge usto look ahead into the third millennium, not just back at the second, or back 
over 2000 years. Are we going to persist indivision? Or willbe we be more fully converted 
to Jesus Christ and respond more faithfully to what the Spirit hasbeen saying ever more 
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insistently to the Churches: reminding us of Christ's prayer which he makes continually 
before his Father ‘that all maybe one.’ Thisis the motivation whichunderlies much of the 
Holy Father’ srecent teaching, especially his letter about the Millennium and his Encyclical 
Letter on Ecumenism. 

“Do not fallinto the trap of thinking of the ecumenical search for unity and the desire 
to engage in missionand world evangelism as alternatives, to be chosen according to our 
inclination, or even worse as contradictory. Christ's prayer isthat all maybe one sothat the 
world may believe. Our divisions, differences or competitionare anobstacle tothe world’s 
believing. We are commanded to do allwe can to overcome them.” 

Dr. Wainwright welcomed two other distinguished representatives from the Roman 
CatholicChurch, Bishop Hanskar Josef Roma, anauxiliary bishopin the Diocese of Rio de 
Janeiro, whowasalso representing the Cardinal Archbishop, and Father Jesus Sanchez 
rector of the Pontifical Catholic University in Rio. 

Greeting from The Anglican Church 

Dr. Wainwright then introduced the Primate of the Anglican Church in Brazil, 
The Most Rev. Glauco de Lima, who spoke to the Conference: 

“Onthat most regretful day more thantwo centuries ago, John Wesley wasin front 
ofhis bishopand he said tohim, ‘Bishop, | feel that! have withme the Holy Spirit,’ and the 
bishop laughed athim. And ‘tilltoday, we Anglicans are doing penitence for that! 

“lam verysensitive to this spirit. Onmywayto this Conference, lwasthinking on you. 
As l was thinking on you, I thought perhaps God is righting through crooked lines. By 
crooked, I mean the separation that happened in those days. You flourish and youarea 
flower, a fruit of the Spirit. We are grateful for that. You flourish in sucha way that only God 
knows. Perhaps that wasthe best way for you to flourish. 

“That'swhy I would like to tell you that, by the Spirit, there wasa time for division. I 
feel myself that nowis the time for union. So we are willing to get back to you. 

Rev. Glauco de Lima then brought a message from the Secretary General of the 
Anglican Communion on behalf of Anglicansall over the world: 

“‘Itgives me great pleasure through the good office of the Archbishop and Primate of 
Igreja Episcopal Anglicana Brazil to bring you the greetings of the worldwide Anglican 
Communion as you meet for your world Conference. You have shown great insight in 
choosing Rio as your venue, for in choosing Rio you are making strong witness that the 
world church communities are very concerned about the situation in Brazil. 

“We rejoice with those who rejoice and we weep with those whoweep. We continue 
to offer our own prayer for the troubled spots throughout the world. We share the same goal 
asour Methodistbrothers and sisters in praying that God’s kingdomwillcomeonearth. My 
cause will be done in all of God's creation. 

“I am happy that the links between Methodists and Anglicans continue to grow 
stronger and stronger throughout the world. We pray for the talks that are taking place here 
in England between our two great families. As youall know, we share so muchin common 
Anglicans show their appreciation for these commonalities by observing in our calendar the 
great Anglican brothers John and Charles Wesley, the founders of Methodism. 

“My prayer isthatwe may be one in Christ sowe canbetter use our human and material 
resources to serve the world inhis name.” 

Yourssincerely, 
John Peterson, Revd. Canon 
Secretary of the Anglican Communion, London, England 
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Greeting from The Orthodox Church 


Dr. Wainwrightthen introduced Bishop Gennadios, of the Orthodox Church, from 
Buenos Aires. He camein his own name and tobring a message from the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate in Constantinople. 

“Thereisa Greek prayer which says, ‘The grace of our LordJesusChristand the love 
of God our Father and the communion with the Holy Spirit be about you.’ 

“Dear Brothers: This time when Christians meet. We live eachmoment of great joy 
and fraternal love which fills our hearts with immense spiritual rejoicing. Withthisjoyin the 
heart, we greetall of you fraternally, the participants and organization of this 17th World 
Council of the Methodist churches to which I have been sent from His Holiness the 
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, Bartholomew! totransmit toyou inthis encounter 
the blessings of the Patriarch. 

“The subjects of this encounter are very significant because Christ isthe only hope for 
a life full of peace, love, justice, andtruth. He invitesustoreveal and project the internal 
light of Christin a world thatwalksin obscurity, disoriented, without destiny. He invitesus 
to transmit the HolySpirit to the world. 

“The battlefieldsneed peace but who is going togive it? Thejobless, refugees, the sick, 
the hungry, need protection and work. Whois going to give it? Whois going to respond 
to the march of the anarchists, the marginals, who put black masks around the streets, 
menacing, killing and destroying. Whois going to tell the world leaders that authority is 
sufficient to be given democratically by the people but from God also. 

“This means thatit hasbeen inspired by the spirit of God so that people want to fallinto 
the demagogyand be cheated bythe people. These questions and the great problems for 
time which we don’t knowif its terminating or if there is another time beginning. 

"The responsibility of the Christian isto see the light, to be the light of this world and 
the salt of the earth, ultimatelyto save the world from obscurity. Starting from this point of 
conscientization of our responsibility, our Christianresponsibility, with the hope, the love 
and goodwill of God, we are boldall of Christians unitedto keepalive the flame of our faith 
andto work for abetter world. I praywithall of you to God thatresults of this Conference 
contribute to the predominance of peace, love, justice and the will of God in this world.” 

Dr. Wainwright expressed appreciation to Father Gennadiosand to Father Demetrios, 
Orthodox priest from Rio de Janeiro, who acted as translator. He also expressed great 
appreciationto Father Elias Chacour, whom many had heard the nightbefore, andwho also 
belongs to the Orthodox family. Not so, strictly speaking, he says, he isa Catholic, but 
Melkite. 

Dr. Wainwright then introduced John Major, who was present representing The 
Salvation Army. Other greetingsincluded: 

The Seventh-day Adventist Church 

“The General Conference of Seventh-day Adventistsand the Conference of Secretar- 
ies of Christian World Communions send their Christian regards and best wishes to the 
Assembly of the World Methodist Council. 

“May this Rio Assembly breaknew ground and provide renewed spiritual fruitage as 
the Methodist Churches fulfill the divine commissionto bring the whole gospel to the whole 
world. God bless every one of you. 

Your brother in Christ, 
Bert B. Beach 
General Conference of SDAand Conference of CWS 
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The Baptist World Alliance 

Dr. Wainwright had received a written greeting from Dr. Denton Lotz, General 
Secretary of the Baptist World Alliance. The World Methodist Council also received a 
greeting from Pastor Nilson Fanini, President of The Baptist World Alliance, whois 
pastor of the First Baptist Church of Niteroi, a suburb of Rio de Janeiro: 

“I wish to greet my Methodist brothers from around the world in the name of the 
millions of Baptists worldwide. We rejoice with you in the 17th World Methodist 
Conference, held on Brazilian soil, and we pray the mostrichest blessings of God on this 
event. 

“We recognize the Methodist Church asone of the mostactive on the world scene and 
one thatis working very hard. May God blessyou, our Methodist brothers and sisters.” 

Dr. Wainwrightthenintroduced the Methodist chairpersonsofeachdialogue, whowill 
bringing reports from the dialogues tomorrow: dialogue with the Orthodox, Bishop 
Ruediger Minor of Moscow; with the Anglicans, Bishop William Oden, of Dallas. (Dr. 
Wainwrightisco-chairperson ofthe Roman Catholic/Methodist Dialogue.) 

Wainwright reviewed titles of the three reports: “Word of Life” Catholics and 
Methodists on Revelation and Faith; ‘‘Sharing inthe Apostolic Communion,” Methodists 
and Anglicans, with important proposals tobe voted on tomorrow; andthen" Orthodox and 
Methodists,” introducing ourselves to each other. 

Dr. Englishthanked the ecumenical representatives for their presence and for bringing 
greetings, thenannounced a short break. 


VIL. GENERAL EVA BURROWS 


Dr. English then introduced the keynote ecumenical speaker, General Eva Burrows: 

“Inthe mid 80sthe General Council of The Salvation Army metin Englandin order 
tobe guided by God to choose their new General. Therewasa special receptionin Church 
House in Londonto which! wasinvited to say some prayers, as Free Church Moderator at 
that time. The guest ofhonor was Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, whoat that time wasour prime 
minister, knownas “‘theironlady,”’ and she gave aquite splendidaddress. She had her little 
cardsthere, but she didn’tuse them, and she talked, thought, wonderfully, about the work 
of The Salvation Army. Then she was thanked byawoman officer from Australia, of whom 
[have tosay] had not then heard, who matched Mrs. Thatcher, I felt, word for word, blow 
for blow, illustration for illustration, joke for joke, and] found myself sitting and thinking, 
when should have been thinking about my prayers. I found myself thinking, I would love 
tobe in aroom when those two ladies face one another over some issue about which they 
disagree deeply. I have to say, | did not hold out a lot of hope for “the iron lady.” Aswe 
drovehome, my wife saidto me, ‘‘Wouldn 'tthat Eva Burrows make a wonderful general!” 

Well, as you probably know, when the general of The Salvation Armyischosen, no 
smoke goesup anychimney, but the pressare invited to come for the occasion, | am told. 
The announcement of the new general is that the general whois retiring comes out ofthe 
room wherethe deliberationsare taking place, withthe newgeneral. The newgeneral was 
General Eva Burrows. 

My wife and I felt we had taken ona slightly prophetic role. General Burrows then 
brought, asl understand itas one who looks on from the outside, two quite distinct qualities 
tothe work, and many others, lam sure. observed these two: one her capacity to see the 
way inwhichorganization may express the gospel more effectivelywasfelt, Ibelieve, around 
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the world by The Salvation Army; and two, the capacityto preach the gospelin away which 
inspired people of verydifferentbackgroundsand cultures and experiences. Itisa very great 
honor for usto have this outstanding Christian woman to address ustoday. (See Address 
section.) 

Dr. English then closed the ecumenical afternoon, thanking General Burrowsand the 
ecumenical quests. 


Vil. YOUTH PRESENTATION 


Dr. English led the groupina song, “Ye Servants of God” as the youth came to the 
platform, ledby Mr. Stephen Elliot, chairperson of the WMC Youth Committee. 

Mr. Ken Barnes from Ghana read from! John 3:16-18, and elaborated, ‘‘thisis how 
we know what real love is. Jesus gave his life for us, so we should give our lives for our 
brothersand sisters. Suppose someone knowsofa sister or brother inneed, but does not 
help, then God's love is notliving inthat person. Mychildren, my children, we should love 
people not onlywith words and talk but by our actionsand true caring.” 

Stephen Elliot continued thatthe youth report would be based around the findings of 
the people who attended the youth seminar, who were a variety of ages, froma variety of 
countries. “‘When deciding what we would do, we thought about our careers, what excites 
usin our lives. A lotofuswork involunteer projectsin many different surroundingsin the 
church. Soa chance tocome to Rio to learn from them how they work in their projects was 
agreatopportunity. (See “Youth Presentation” in Address section.) 

Statement from Youth Committee 


Itisnot easy being classed as Committee on the World Council. We are very small in 
numbers and as youcan see, the numbersof the Conference are quite small. Thisisreally 
aconcern for us, something we worry about. Wewrote a statement together that! will read 
fromthe Youth Committee: 

During our seminar we found hope and experienced muchlove. We had over 100 
participants from around the world. We laughed, talked, and experienced alittle of the Rio 
that most tourists or Conference delegates do not see. This is the first time the Youth 
Committee has arranged its own seminar. Normally this has been done incooperation with 
other world Methodist committees. We have also obtained grant funding to further and 
support our work and to allowusto participate in other world ecumenical bodies. 

Traditionally the International Christian Youth Conference has been organized by 
World Methodist Evangelism in cooperationwith the World Methodist Youth Committee. 
The current committee was part of this process for the conference that took place in 
Hamburg, Germany in 1994. During the Evangelism Seminar a leaflet was givento the 
participants. It gave information that the next International Christian Youth Conference 
would take place in Georgia, America in 1998. The leaflet also stated that thisevent was 
organized by the World Evangelism Committee in cooperation with the World Youth 
Committee. Untilthis morning when a member of the Youth Committee wasasked about 
this leaflet at breakfast, the Committee had no knowledge whatsoever about the next 
International Christian Youth Conference or itswhereabouts. We have notbeen consulted 
or informed about anything. We as a committee of the Conference need tobe informed 
about this matter and also so as to help the cause and work of the next Committee which 
seems somewhat undervalued and hurt that we were not consulted as a group to the 
planning of the Conference or disbursement of materials, where better a place to pass out 
applicationsto anInternational Christian Youth Conference eventthantothem directly 
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during an International Conference Seminar. Not onlydid we not have this information 
prior to our Seminar, during our Seminar, and after our Seminar, but we have yet to be 
approached—the YouthCommittee, or this Conferenceasawhole, aboutan upcoming 
event. Welearned of this information by mistake. Itis for this reason we stand before the 
Conference, because the Conference is so important and has such animpact on from 
around the world. We wantto work with the Evangelism Committee very closely and the 
Conference openly and humbly for the next Youth Committee of the World Methodist 
Councilin the planning of this event and others. 

After some discussion andannouncements, Dr. Englishthanked the youth saying, “I 
think we've had a most moving experience today. I want to saytwo thingsif I may. One 
is, whatwe sawis notan example of the churchofthe future. These young people are the 
church of teday.”” Atthe request of Dr. English, the audience stood in AGREEMENT to 
thereport, and he closedin prayer. 

Statement Regarding the International Christian Youth Conference 

Dr. H. Eddie Fox was invited to make a statement at the beginning of the Council 
meeting the following dayregarding plans for the ICYC. The text of hisremarks follow: 

“Mr. Chairman, the program for the Sixth International Youth Conference on 
Evangelism is not planned. 

"Following the conference in Hamburg in 1994 where suggestionswere made by 
many participants that, if possible, a suitable venue be foundin North America for the Sixth 
ICYC on Evangelism. A suitable venue which will house participants ata reasonable cost 
andwhichisa Methodist property hasbeen selected. The only decision made isvenue and 
date. 

“The program for the Sixth ICYC Conference, asin the previous conferencesin the 
Bahamas, Mexico and Germany, will be done bya planning team composed of persons 
from the new Evangelism Committee, Youthand the Host Committee. As was stated by 
the Youth Seminar reportyesterday, the current youth participated inthis very process for 
ICYCin Germany in 1994. 

“The site and date for the Sixth Conference was announced for the first time at the 
World Evangelism Convocation here at Rio. We regret this information was not given to 
the Youth prior totheir convocation. 


“No planning of program hastaken place. Asinallthe previousconferences, itis our 
intent in World Evangelism towork with persons from the Youthand HostCommitteein 
planning the next ICYC on Evangelism.” 


Wednesday, August 14, 1996 
SESSION Ill 
IX. COUNCILPRESENTATIONS TO CONFERENCE (Continued) 


OnWednesday, August 14, 1996, the World Methodist Councilwas called to order 
by Dr. English who led in prayer. As in the previous session with the World Methodist 
Councilmeeting inthe presence of Conference, the Council was seated together ina section 
to facilitate any matters that called fora vote. 
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X. FAMILY LIFE REPORT 


Dr. English introduced Mrs. June Lunn, Chairperson ofthe Family Life Committee 
who brought the Family Life report. Mrs. Lunn began by recognizing the audience as 
groups: mothers, grandmothers, sisters, daughters, then asked dads, sons, brothers, to join 
them. She recognized the part each plays inthe family. 

Inintroducing her report, Mrs. Lunn told the following story: 

“Tonceheard acautionary storyabouta pastor's wife. She was expecting the bishop 
to lunch. She'd made strenuous preparations in the kitchen and the bathroom and 
throughout the whole house. The bathroom had been tidied up earlier and lest one of her 
three schoolboys sons should wipe hisdirty hands on the clean quest towel, she pinned a 
largenotice toit, ‘Ifanyone uses this towel, I'll murder him.’ Atthe end ofthe daywhen she 
was going to bed she noticed the towel with the note still pinned to it. Not even the bishop 
had dared use it. 

She then wentonto describe the Family Life Conference with the theme ‘The Family 
of Godin a Broken World.” (See Seminar section.) 

The group had receivedreports fromaround theworld and she listed some examples: 
Lucille Liger talked about families here in Braziland her work among the childrenand among 
women from the favelas. Battu Jambawai from Sierra Leone shared withus what the war 
inher country has done to familiesand to children caught in the middle of the conflict. We 
heard from Korea and from the Caribbeanand from Kenya voiceswitnessing to the joys and 
the problemsof family life. 

David Deeks, the keynote speaker, asked ‘‘Whatis happening to familiestoday and 
how can the churchrespond to family needs? She thenasked Dr. Deeks to continue the 
report. He focused on two questions that were discussed at the seminar: ‘What is 
happening to families today?” and ‘'What responses should we make, what initiatives 
should we take in relation to those changes?” 

The second question concerned whatto doas Christians. The group locked at what 
you might call the "traditional picture” of the ideal family and tried towork outwhere that 
came from historically. 

Mrs. Lunn reported that the committee feels this work will go on into the next 
quinquennium as members build on the sharing and the listening and the learning done 
here. She encouraged delegatesto promote materials in their own countries, and that the 
committee would welcome any feed back for future use. 

The Family Life Committee has also made a commitment to work more closely 
with the World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women bringing three 
of their officers onto the Family Life Committee. 

Mrs. Lunn asked Family Life Vice-Chairperson, Bishop Neil lrons, to leadina briefact 
ofremembrance: 

In Memory of Dr. Orion Hutchinson 

“Inany organization there are persons whose very lives have been the bridgesthat have 
allowed what was hoped foratone time to continue intothe present so thatit mightbe made 
real. One of the persons in this organization who has seen to that emphasis of world 
Methodism on the familyis Orion Hutchinson. Orion Hutchinson died in this year. 

“We in the Family Life Committee remember him not just for his leadership in the 
United Methodist Church, but we remember him more especially for his sense and care for 
family. 
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‘Across the years he served as the secretary for the Family Life Committee. For those 
ofuswhowere privileged to work with him -and many of you sitting in this hall also worked 
with him -he was like that person who if he liked us, we liked him; butwhen we found out 
he loved our families and our childrenthen we really ovedhim. He wasa personwho not 
only loved the families of his friends, he loved the people of the world and worked for the 
health of the entire human family. He combined leadership and vision of what family is 
tobe with practical service, for hewas alwayscareful and prompt and reqular inseeing to 
it that the communicationswere done which would allowusto be ready to address family 
needs when we came together. Itis for thatreason the Family Life Seminar hasasked that 
I share these wordswith youand to lead younow ina momentof prayer in remembrance 
ofthis Christian servant: 

(Prayer)‘*O great God ofthe universe, we knowyouas wellasa gentle nurturing, caring 
and forgiving God. Toyouwhoare three in one, represents touscommunity, family, father, 
mother, son and daughter, sister and brother. We thank you that you have created us for 
communionand community for family. We thank you for your son Orion, who understood 
that was your purpose for us, and so he lived among us as you call us to do. 

“We pray this day for his family, his human family, thatthey maybe gracedin these 
moments byyour mercy and your love. In memory of his service among us we pray for all 
inthe human world whoare in need of family, that your church maybe father, mother, sister, 
brother, sonand daughter. Inthe spirit of this famihywe thank you for all- boththose here 
and those away from here -who gave thatthe street children of this city may know there is 
a family made of God, when the human family seems not tobe present. These things we 
ask and thank you for in the name of our Christ. Amen.” 

Dr. English thanked the committee for the report and the Council RECEIVED the 
report. 


XI. SOCIAL AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE REPORT 


Dr. English invited the Chairperson of the Social and International AffairsCommittee 
Bishop M. Stanley Mogobato report. 

Bishop Mogoba explained that the Social and International Affairs Committee tries at 
all times to act as a conscience of our world family by trying to understand what Wesley 
meant by "social holiness.” During this quinquennium that ends today, the SIAC 
committee has been challenged asnever before. The world whichdchn Wesleyclaimed as 
his parish experiencedbreakdowns in political, economicand societalrelations, particularly 
in Africa, Europe and in Ireland. The World Methodist Council meeting in Varna across 
Europe into the Iron Curtain territory, made us conscious that as we were meeting and 
talking, not very far from us people were fighting and dyingin Bosnia. The next meeting 
of Council wasin Estonia where the church had experienced severe repression and had been 
tortured. Here we witnessed the resurrection of the church and the new spiritamong God's 
people. During the same quinquennium, the world witnessed the miracle ofthe birthofanew 
dispensation in South Africa. The World Methodist Council wasactively involved in the 
drama of the birth ofa new South Africa. The Nairobi Conference resolved to help South 
Africa by intensifying its effortsin prayer and actuallyundertaking two pastoral visitsto South 
Africa during the premiership of Mr. Peter Botha and F. W. de Klerk. The result ofall this 
and much prayer was the much talked about rubicon which was ultimately being crossed. 
Wewantto thank God for giving usa family like the World Methodist Counciland forallwho 
exerted pressure on the apartheid regime and gave all kindsof help. 
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This year as we meet here in Rio, fighting isgoing onand people are dying in Rwanda, 
Burundi, Nigeria, Bosnia, Liberia, Ireland and Natal in South Africa. 

Bishop Mogobaand Schuyler Rhodes reported on the Social and International Affairs 
Seminar titled “Transforming the World of Injustice.” (See Seminar section) 

Rev. Cathy Bird of England wasintroduced asthe incoming chairperson of the Social 
and International Affairs Committee. She spoke on the future of the SIAC committee, 
reporting thatthe interconnected realities of violence and poverty and economic injustice 
will be at the heart of everything the committee willbe seeking to do. 

Ms. Bird concluded her report by bringing a letter addressed to the whole Council but 
sent through the Social and International Affairs Committee: 

Tothe 17th World Methodist Council, August 12, 1996: 

InAugust 4-6, 1996 we had the first international Methodist consultation of combats 
toracismin Zacarra Methodist Church, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Inthis consultationwe had 
representatives from the Methodist Churchesof Brazil, Panama, United States of America 
and Belize. The theme was, ‘Holy Spirit, Unifier the Races."’ We realized that the 
discriminationis the same inall parts of the world and hastakenthe opportunity of many 
of God's children just because of your skin color, even though showing in different ways, 
hidden and open. The Holy Spirit isindeed the Giver of Life and Unifier of Races. We are 
onein Christ. We believe inJesus Christ, the Methodist faith and its own people. We have 
theconviction that our people can domore todiminish or to eliminate racial discrimination. 
Weare sure that the Methodist Churchexistsin almost everycountry of the world and can 
be aliberation movementand anexample respecting the culturalroots ofall people. We 
conclude that many hostilities are the result ofa mistaken education and sucha situation will 

onlybe changed througha conscious education. We make the following proposals: 

1) Thatthere be formed aninternational steering committee consisting of volunteer 
membersofthe World Methodist Council to plan meetingsand strategies; 

2) Thattextbooksbe prepared whichwillreflect positive role models and images of 
black, indigenous and marginalized races. 

3) Thatan educational program be created which will helpall people understand the 
commonality ofthe humanrace and will promote solidarity and goodwill among the races 
ofthe world. (Signed) Karmelinda Rodriguez da Silva 

National Coordinator, Combat to Racism 

Rev. Bird explained that the letter wasreceived toolate todoanything specific about 
the proposals within it, but feit it should be heard, as it reflects concerns that have been 
expressedat other pointsinthisConference. The Socialand International Affairs Committee 
willbe responding to the letter with the hope of opening up some kind of dialogue with the 
people who have reached out their hand to usin this way. She assured those involved in 
thisprogram of combatting racism that the committee sharestheir particular concerns about 
racial discrimination and recognizes concerns which are shared around the world. 


The Council agreed to RECEIVE the report. 
XII. GREETING FROM BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT 


A message from the Braziliangovernment congratulating The Methodist Churchin 
Brazil for the realization ofthe World Methodist Conferencein Rio De Janeiro, was brought 
and read by Deputado Rubens Tavares, Congressman from the Rio de Janeiro State 
Parliament. 
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Asestablished by our by-laws, I am requesting the Presidencyto consign a motion of 
congratulations to the Methodist Church in Brazil for the realization of the World Methodist 
Conference, in Rio Centro and Maracanazinho, Rio de Janeiro, during the 7th to 14thof 
August ofthis year. Hall of Sessions, August 12, 1996 

Justification: The Methodist Church is one of the most traditional evangelical 
churches that came to Brazil in the last century and has rendered great service to the 
Brazilian nation. 

Foundedin Englandin the 1 8thcentury, by the great preacher, John Wesley, bythe 
great preacher, John Wesley, it rapidly expanded its roots throughout the world. The 
church arrived in Brazil in the middle of the last century and is now found in all of Brazil 
territory. 

Today, there are hundredsofchurchesand thousands of members, in addition to their 
extensive social workand their excellent schools and universities, where many important 
leaders of our political history and Brazilian culture have studied. 

The Conference, held in the city of Rio de Janeiro, is a salute to the growth and 
contribution that thischurch has made asone ofthe mostactive onthe world religious scene. 
The Fluminese House of Congress would like to expressits congratulations for this event, 
and giving praise to the bishops, pastors and leaders that were here for this great World 
Conference. 

May God richly blessthe Brazilianand World Methodist Family for thisgreat event. ‘To 
Godbe all the hnor, gloryand praise. Signed by the following members of Parliament: 
Deputados Almir Rangel, CarlasMinc, Delio Leal, Eraldo Macedo, Ernani Boldrim, Farid 
Abrao, Graça E Paz, Hairson Monteiro, Jarbas Stelmann, Joao Peixoto, José Amorim, 
José Cláudio, Leda Gomes, Magaly Machado, Nando da Nancel, Neirobis, Nagae, Renato 
Cozzolino, Ricardo Gaspar, Rubens Tavares, Sérgio Soares. 


XII. RESOLUTIONS TO MEMBER CHURCHES 


Dr. English explained thatthe committeesare not limited to what happenswhen they 
meetatthe world Conference. The reports they bring to the Council willbe the subject of 
a letter from Dr. Hale to the appropriate persons in the member churches of the World 
Methodist Council to insure as far as possible that the resolutions which the Council has 
passed in Rio will goto the member churches, and hopefully be discussed intheir synods, 
conferences, or wherever seemsappropriate, so whatis decidedhere doesnot die here, but 
goesout into the family of the Methodist Church. He further spoke of the constant struggle 
tosee that decisions made comeinto the life blood of the church, and for letters whichare 
required to be written to be effective as they go to governments and agencies. ‘We do the 
very best we can toachieve that.” 


XIV. CONTINUING COMMITTEE WORK 


Dr. English further explained thatthe committeesthemselves keep on with their work 
as far as theycan throughout the quinquennium, not only atthe time when the Executive 
meets, whichiswhen the committees meetagain. They tryto carry work forward ofthe kind 
that hasbeendescribed toyou. The letter received by SIAC isa good example ofa concern 
expressed which the committee has picked upand whichit willcarry forward. 
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XV. OPPORTUNITY FOR DELEGATE INVOLVEMENT 


Dr. English, as Chairperson, made some observations: ‘The arrangementscommittee 
for thisConference and Council did try veryhard indeed to provide spaceswhere other than 
the Council could make contributionsto the discussion. We've failed almost totally in that 
aim fora variety of reasons, of which you willbe wellaware, mostlytime. I wanttoapologize 
tothe Delegates, asopposed tothe Council Members, thatyou had so little opportunity to 
express your opinionson issueswith which we have beenconcerned. 

“‘Imyselfwantto propose to the Program Committee for the next World Methodist 
Conference and Council that we have at least one session where members who are 
Delegates tothe Conference have anopportunitytobring their concerns. I don’tknowhow 
possible that is, but it does seem to me we have locked up in the Delegates all kinds of 
feelings, understanding, of workand so on... 1 simpkywanted to offer the apologyand then 
say that] suggest thishappen.” 


XVI. RESPONSES FROM DELEGATES 


Dr. English then opened the floor for responses from delegates to anything heard 
today, from Bishop Hoyt inthe Bible Study, Bishop Storey on good news for the poor, and 
reports from the Family Life Committee and Social and International Affairs Committee. 

Betsy Fisher (New York) inresponse tothe reports, suggested that individual voices 
count much more than petitions or Councilactions. 

Paul Hoggard (Maryland) commended the Social and International A ffairs Committee 
report on the resolution on canceling debt to the developing nations, but asked to also 
include environmental discrimination in the economically-challenged nations for clean water 
andclear air. 

Litia Caucau (Fiji) regarding world concern for the poor, asked world Methodiststo pray 
for the rich countries not to dump their nuclear waste in the oceans of the poor countries. 

Kay Lagomeier (Brazil) said itwasa very importantmoment for Brazilian Methodists 
to hostthe World Methodist Conference. Actuallythe momentwiththe mass choir washer 
idea, along withsome other people. Thiswasa way people from the Africandescent could 
express themselves. The Holy Spirit was with us because they were able to bring all the 
people together and uniteusinone language. Thisisaveryimportant thing forall of us from 
everywhere in the world toremember -that the Holy Spirit, truly the Giver of Life isthe one 
whobrought ushere together. 

Lawrence Reddick(Tennessee) had written anamendmentwhichhe wanted SIAC to 
consider and asked for guidance in howto submit. 

(Dr. English suggested he hand this over to Rev. Bird and willask for guidance from 
SIAC as to what they would like to do with it.} 

Amy Valdez (YouthCommittee Chairperson) expressed concern thatyouth sometimes 
lack fundsto attend meetings, asmost are students. The YouthCommittee needsto have 
continuity to conduct Youth Committee business. ‘Will the Council supportus tocome to 
the Executive Committee meetings, and todo our work asa Youth Committee and continue 
on? Asyou saw during the Youth Committee presentation, we have a lot of hopes and 
dreams forthe Youth Committee to do work for the World Methodist Council and for the 
youth. We want the new Youth Committee tobe supported to continue the work!” 

Dr. English replied, addressing the audience: ‘Ifyou are concerned about the young 
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people beingable to meet together, don't just walkawayand have your lunch. Let Dr. Hale 
knowif you would like to makea “guided contribution" tohelp the young people. There 
are four youth-at-Jarge membersof the Council and we are still to fill those places. Theywill 
be catered for. What Amy is asking ishow to get that committee together? If you would 
like to contribute, tell Amy or tell Dr. Hale at the end of this session.” 

Loyd Shot(missionary to Angola) described trouble in Luandaand Rwanda. Theyare 
still fighting in Luanda. “Thanksto Bishop Machado it was resolved... we were over there 
onvolunteer inmissionin Mozambique and they are back tothe grounds, the churchis wide 
openagain. Inthe Angola mission station, there isnothing left. Wewere the last missionaries 
for tenyears, therein 1969. Turnedit allover tothe Africans. We now have two African 
bishops. Nothing is left. Even the grass is burned. We had ten villages with churches, 
schools and hospitals, theological schools, and there is nothing left except grass -nota 
personleft, nota churchleft. Our sonis over there trying to help feed the people through 
a world food program UN. They used to export everything. Now they have to import 
everything. Luandaisfullofrefugees. It'ssosad. Theyare still fighting, they are starving.” 
He requested prayers for Angola. 

S. K. Dass(Pakistan) said the problem of povertyis very much in Pakistan, but “*...we 
have adifferent kindof povertyin our situation. If a Christian girl is married toa Muslim, 
she willbe welcome. Ifa Muslim girl is married to a Christian, she hasto be beheaded. If 
a Christian acceptslslam, it will be celebrated. Ifa Muslim accept Christianity, theywillbe 
beheaded. Weare not given equalrights. We are fourth-rate citizensin our own country. 
We need your prayers.” 

Christian Peacock (Sierra Leone) In 1970, | started teaching asa graduate in Sierra 
Leone and|usedto earn 111 leonsa months. Thatwasalso 111 dollars. Now, 26 years 
after that] am earning 76,000 leons a month, but that is only $85 US dollars. 

This should give you an impression of how all those persons who are below me in 
education, andin many other ways, are struggling to cope withlife. [have been reasonably 
successful in my life in many ways, but what has happened is satisfying the needs, not the 
affluence, butjust the needs, isreverse progression. So perhapsitisa matter oftime before 
Lalso become partofthe favela.” He went onto suggest thatinstead of sending offerings 
to the poor, we try to find ways to prevent poverty. 

JeKook Ko (Korea)announced that the approximately one million Korean Methodist 
laypersonsare going to participate ina two-year fundraising campaign fora 2.5 milliondollar 
relief fund. They planto fast at one meala week. Mr. Koasked for supportin prayer. 

Mr. Moses K. Baiden (Ghana) in referring to discussion about street children, said 
“charity beginsat home.” He suggested each member of the Conference adoptor take 
one child to support, and not simply return home, and that's the end of it. 

The Social and International Affairs Committee replied that they would carry this 
discussion into their future work. Dr. English then closed in a prayer in which he named 
the areas and concerns discussed. 


SESSION IV 
XVIII. WORLD EVANGELISM REPORT 


At 3:30 p.m. Dr. English reconvened the meeting with a song and prayer. After 
announcementshe recognized Dr. Maxie Dunnam, Chairpersonof the World Evangelism 
Committee to introduce the World Evangelism Report. 
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Report of World Evangelism Chairperson, Dr. Maxie D. Dunnam 


It's a joy for meto share with you a report of one of the most exciting aspects of our 
work inthe World Methodist Counciland Conference. 

Inhis remarkable collection ofacidic tales Ely Wiesel tells of a young couple discussing 
their marriage announcementwitha rabbi. The announcementindicated that the wedding 
would take place in Vertichev, Poland ona certain date. The rabbiwith that peculiar hacedic 
wisdom edited the announcement and it read thus: ‘The wedding will take place in 
Jerusalem, butif the Messiah hasnot come itwill take place in Bederchi.’’ That’sa great 
sign of hope and that’sthe hope under which World Evangelism doesits workand orders 
its life. Untilthe Messiah comes, we will continue to witnesswith word, deed and sign, and 
we will continue seeking to be Christ’s presence in every corner of the world. 

Wewillcontinue to believe, hope and sing ‘'For the darkness will turn to dawning and 
the dawning tonoonday bright, and Christ’'sgreat kingdom will comeon earth, the Kingdom 
of love and light.” 

We've been celebrating in our committee, in our seminar and among our Regional 
Secretaries, 25 yearsof World Evangelism. When you received your Conference materials 
atregistration hope youreceived thisbooklet, "25-year World Evangelism Report.” [hope 
you'll keepit, that you'll read every page ofit. Here isthe thrilling story of one of the great 
aspects of this Council’s work -World Evangelism spanning 25 years. It’sa thrilling story. 

The vision of World Evangelismis clear. I want youto listen to it. plantit vividly in your 
mind and heart... to see the Methodist movementalive, vibrant, growing and yearning to 
spread the good newsof Jesus Christ throughout the whole world byword, deedand sign. 


The operative word for World Evangelism is'‘connecting.”” Fora longtime we have been 
doing what Dr. Sweet challenged usto doin his keynote address, build a bridge and walk over 
it. The waywe doour work through the Regional Secretaries clearlyisa signof that. These 
Regional Secretaries along with twoor three others ofus came to Brazil early atthe invitation 
of Bishop Lockmann andthe otherbishops of the Brazilian church, and twenty ofus spread 
outall over Brazil for three daysof evangelistic preaching, teaching and sharing. And, as 
alwaysis the case, more good came to usthan cametothe church. There wasa connection. 
We connected together withthe Holy Spirit, Giver of Life. 

Inour seminar we experienced these connections. We experienced the connection: 
aswe witnessed, people sharing the gospel from all over the world and the kind of gospel 
they share and the power ofit intheir particular situations; aswe shared teaching about the 
Holy Spirit and prayer in evangelization; as we were equipped in faith sharing and faith 
serving; aswe heard about the work of the Holy Spiritin liberating womenin Latin America. 
But the most dramatic demonstration of it was our commissioning a new ministry called 
Evangemed here in Brazil. (World Evangelism Report appearsin Appendix) 

New Ministry - Evangemed 

Ayoung Brazilian doctor, Dr. Wilson Bonfim... heis inthe congregation today... has 
been feeling the callof the Holy Spiritto be an evangelist. This was no fly-by-night feeling. 
This became a passion and he was flirting with the notion of giving up his medical practice 
and becoming a full time evangelist. Then World Evangelism entered the scene. Bya 
sequence of events that produced a miracle that only the Holy Spirit could have engineered, 
Wilson Bonfim will continue to practice medicine, but he will practice medicine as an 
evangelist of the good news of the gospel. The people of Christ Church in Memphis, 
Tennessee, under the leadership of their pastor, Bill Bouknight, is tithing their building fund 
and a part of thattithe, $80,000, will build a mobile medical clinic for the people here in 
Brazil. Twenty-five doctors from across the world will give $2,000 a year for three years 
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to support Dr. Bonfim and the work that he does. Bishop Lockmann and leaders of the 
church here in Brazil will provide nursesand other support asthe clinicgoes from place to 
place attending the needs of people, but also, sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

It was one of the most moving experiences! have ever had when Dr. Bonfim and 
Pastor Bouknight from Memphiswith Dr. Bonfin's pastor and Bishop Lockmann and 
Eddie Foxknelt and we prayed for them and commissioned this new ministry here in Brazil. 
That is the story of World Evangelism - connecting, standing alongside the church and 
supporting indigenous leadersin spreading the good news ofJesus Christ throughout the 
whole world -by word, deed and sign. 

I wouldlike tointroduce the committee membersof World Evangelismand the regional 
secretaries...these are the people who share in that ministry here and there and we are 
grateful for them. 


Our vice-presidentsare Bishop Imathiu, Polly Poole and Rosemary Wass. Rosemary 
will continue our reportand she will introduce the next person whowill share. 
Report from World Evangelism Vice President, Rosemary Wass 

Connections, making linksthrough the “Holy Spirit, the Giver of Life.” Connections, 
bringing new life, filling and spilling over and bringing a new quality of life to individuals and 
to churches. I bring three points: 

(1) Ninety-two new churches have been planted in places like Latvia and Bulgaria, in 
Macedonia, in Nigeria and Croatia and inIndonesia and Brazil. This hasall happenedin the 
last four years. Ninety-two new churches, since 1992. This has happened because 
churchesin other parts of our world family have shared a vision of connecting through the 
Spiritandthrough, “Aunified concrete expressionof love.” Thisvision has been expressed 
in concrete termsof more than halfa million dollars. Connecting and moving the church 
expansion forward. 

(2) Another first, during thislast quinquennium, hasbeena meeting of all the bishops 
of all the Methodist churches in Southern Africa. During that time of connection, the 
Bishops committed themselves to mission and the workof the Giver of Life, the Holy Spirit, 
within that country. 

(3) Four evangelists have been commissioned, trained and, since 1995, have been 
busily at work in Russia. Earlier this year, one hundred young clergyand spouses from the 
Methodist and Wesleyanchurchesacross North America, were trained asmembersof the 
new order of the FLAME. F stands for faithful, L stands for leaders, A foras, M for mission 
and E, evangelists. The order of the FLAME, Faithful Leaders As Mission Evangelists. 
Connections are being made inso many ways, vitalizing and energizing. Another wayis 
university level training in cutting edge evangelism. Basedat Emory University, Dr. Winston 
Worrell, the Director, is here to tellus about the World Evangleism Institute. 

World Methodist Evangelism Institute Report, Dr. Winston Worrell 


Greetings, brothers and sisters in the name of Christ. I rejoice that the Methodist 
Wesleyan movementcan be part of the great revival which God isbringing aboutall across 
theworld. Aswe approach thedawning millennium, I praythat we all wouldbe used by God 
in mighty ways in evangelizing the gospelin word, indeed and insign, wherever God might 
be leading us as churches and as individuals. 

The World Methodist Evangelism Institute, whichis jointly sponsored bythe World 
Methodist Council and the Candler School of Theology at Emory University at Atlanta, 
Georgia, USA, has sponsored 23 regional seminarsand 5 international seminars since 
1982. The 29th seminar willbe in Italy next January. 
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I particularly wishto share with the Conference that the World Methodist Evangelism 
Institute will be holding its 30th seminar, namely the Sixth International Evangelism 
Seminar, from June 23 to July 3, 1997. It will be held at Emory University and we have 
alreadyextended invitations to all of the Methodist Wesleyan Conferences across the world. 
We are expecting 300 delegates to come from at least 75 countries. So far we have 
registered 30 countries for this seminar and we invite you, when you return, toinsure that 
your Conference willbe represented, or your country represented at this significant seminar. 

The theme of the Sixth International Seminaris, ‘‘JesusChrist, The Heart and Soul of 
Evangelism.” We have found thatwhere Christ, where Christology, is strong, where itis at 
the very heartand center of the church that those Conferencesare growing. Therefore, for 
our 15thanniversaryofthe founding of the Institute and our first seminar, we willbe having 
the Sixth International Seminar in Atlanta. We are inviting all to participate, all our 
Conferences tobe represented where wewill focus on Jesus Christ, the Heart and the Soul 
of Evangelism. It willinclude lectures, evangelism training, workshops, Wesley groups or 
TABA groups, Bible studies, worship, international talentevening, among other highlights. 

Aswe continue to work through the World Methodist Evangelism Institute, we invite 
your prayers, because we know that the Holy Spirit is the giver of life and there are millions, 
in factmore thantwo billion people, who are yetto hear the good news of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. We area large movementand if eachone ofus would be caughtup bythe power 
ofthe Spiritand be involved in sharing the witness what Christ hasdone forus, | believe we 
would make a greater difference in thisworld in which we live. Pray for us, God blessus. 

Dr. Dunnam reported the following actionstaken bythe World Evangelism Committee 
andasked for affirmation by the Conference. Thiswas AGREED. 


1. Affirm the continuing emphasis on prayer and fasting, following the Wesleyan 
ttem. 
j 2. Lead the World Methodist family in celebration of Wesley, Aldersgate and 
Pentecost Day: enabling the Wesleyan/Methodist people in one local area celebrating 
together; training in faith-sharing and faith-serving; a ‘Making Disciples Sunday" with new 
personsbeing receivedinto membership. 

3. Call upon the World Methodist people to intentionally utilize the ecumenical 
celebrations of ‘Prepare HimRoom" asatimeof evangelizing the good news of ChristJesus. 

4. Toaffirm the resolutions from the Regional Secretariesregarding violence. 

5. The committee reaffirmed the vision of World Evangelism and the basic thrust: 
multiplying the witnesses; connecting congregations; training indigenousleaders; develop- 
ing resources. 

6. The committee affirmed plans for celebrating the 15thanniversary of the World 
Methodist Evangelism Institutein 1997. 

Anew videotape on World Evangelism was shown, then Dr. H. Eddie Fox, World 
Director, addressed the Conference. (See Address section.) 


XXI. APPRECIATION TO WMC STAFF 


Dr. English thanked Joe Hale and staffwho work with him: “I know of no other world 
bodywhich operatesas extensivelyas we operate on the basis of sucha small staff. Ifyou 
goto LakeJunaluskaandaskto see the whole staff, including Geneva, theycan gather them 
into one very smallroom, indeed. Theydo what they do only byworking extensively, in the 
last fewweeks, nightand day, in order to get the material ready for the Conference and the 
Council. [don’t want this chance to pass without giving you the opportunitytoexpress your 
gratitude to Joe Hale, to Maryand tothe staff.” 
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XIX. APPRECIATION TO PROGRAM COMMITTEE 


He then mentioned Dr. John Barrett, Dr. Hal Brady and other members of the 
Program Committee who worked sohardtoget whatthe restof the Executive told them was 
needed, what everybodywho knowsabout conferencestold them should happen. They 
planned and worked very hard indeed over manyyears, they've been here a number of times 
and they've had wonderful help from Wilcox and other people who have been so 
experienced in planning thingsofthis kind. | felt youwould wantto say “thankyou” to John 
Barrett, Hal Brady, and tothe committee. 


XX. APPRECIATION TO RETIRING OFFICERS 


He addressed three groups, Executive ofthe WMC, the Councilitself, andthe Officers 
who now come to an end of their service. “‘Last night in the Officers meeting, Bishop 
Sunday Mbang said he felt it had been like a family. I think that’sright. | think we believe 
ourselves truly to belong to one another in Christ and I’ m just sorry the whole Methodist 
family could notexperience the kind of thingswe have known thistime.” Dr. English said, 
as Chairperson, to the Officers, the Executive and the Council, he expresses his heartfelt 
thanks. 


XXI. EXPRESSION OF THANKS TO DR. ENGLISH 


Bishop Donald G. M. Ming, asa matter of personal privilege, expressed thanksto Dr. 
English: ““Whenl traveled to South Africa, the highest tribute we could payasgratitude was 
to stand and say ‘thank you’ ina different way. That wasto stand and say ‘Shine, Shine, 
Shine’ tothose we appreciate. Dr. English, ifyou would permit me to give you the highest 
tribute I learned in South Africa, byasking this congregation to stand and lift their handsand 
saytoyouandto the Executive, ‘Shine, Shine, Shine.’ Thankyou fora jobwelldone!” (The 
audience enthusiastically responded) 
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CLOSING CEREMONIES AND 
INSTALLATION OF 1996 - 2001 OFFICERS 


XXII. CLOSING CEREMONIES 


The closing session of the Conference wascalledto order by Dr. English. During the 
opening song, an offering was received to go toward the expense of the Conference. Dr. 
English led the Wesley Covenant Service and Investiture of Officers, with music by Instituto 
Metodista de Ensino Superior Choir of Sao Paulo Brazil, and Trinity Choir from Kwang Lim 
Methodist Church, Seoul, Korea. 


XXII. INDUCTION OF NEW COUNCIL OFFICERS 


Namesofthe newhyelected Officers of the World Methodist Council were read by the 
GeneralSecretary, Dr. Joe Hale: 


Chairperson: Ms. Frances M. Alguire, USA 
Vice-Chairperson: His Eminence Sunday Mbang, Nigeria 
Honorary President: Dr. Donald English, England 


Presidium 
Mrs. Sunema Auvaa, Samoa Bishop Sundo Kim, Korea 
Dr.JohnC. A. Barrett, England Dr. Olav Parnamets, Estonia 
Dr. Maxie D. Dunnam, UM, USA Bishop Paulo Lockmann, Brazil 


Bishop Donald G. K. Ming, AME, USA Mr. Carlos Amarillo, Argentina 


Mrs. Khushnud Azariah, WFM&UCW President, Pakistan 
(by virtue of office) 


Dr. English invested each new officer with his or her Badge of Office. 


Officersre-elected were: GeneralSecretary: Dr. Joe Hale 
Geneva Secretary: Mr. RalphC. Young 
Treasurer: Dr. James W. Holsinger, Jr. 
Assistant Treasurer: Mrs. Edna Alsdurf 

Past Chairpersons: Dr. Lawilmathiu 
Bishop William R. Cannon 
Dr. KennethG. Greet 
Bishop Prince A. Taylor, Jr. 

GeneralSecretary Emeritus: Dr. Lee F. Tuttle 


XXIV. ADDRESS BY MS. ALGUIRE AND CLOSING CEREMONIES 


Following the investiture and scripture reading, the newly-installed Chairperson, Ms. 
Frances M. Alguire brought anaddress titled "Eternal Light.” (See Address section) 


The Conference ended with prayer andas banners were carried out of the auditorium 
the Seventeenth Methodist Councilwas adjourned. 
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Joint Council Meeting 
1991-1996 Council Members and 
1996-2001 Council Members 


August 7, 1996 


I. OPENING DEVOTIONAL 


The World Methodist Council was called to order at the Rio Sheraton Hotel by Dr. 
Donald English, Executive Committee Chairperson. He asked Dr. Lawilmathiu to leadin 
prayer. 


I. ORIENTATION 


Dr. English spent a few minutes explaining the function of the World Methodist 
Council; that the Council was the major decision-making group; and that each member 
serves aterm of five years. 


Il. GREETINGS 


It was AGREED to send greetings on behalf of the Council to: Bishop William R. 
Cannon, Dr. KennethG. Greet, Dr. Lee F. Tuttle, Dr. James Udy, Bishop D. Ward Nichols 
and Mrs. Olwein Tooley, widow of the previous British exchange secretary. 


IV. REVISED RULES OF DEBATE 


Copies of the new “revised” Rules of Debate were distributed. (Editor’s Note: These 
A lbe printed in thenew World Methodist Council Handbook of Information 1996- 
01.) 


V. RESOLUTIONS 


The handling of resolutions was discussed and that all resolutions must be ready on 
Monday, August 12. Theslate of the Resolutions Committee, asapproved bythe Executive 
Committee was brought to the Council and AGREED: Bishop Nathaniel Linsey, Mrs. 
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Carolyn Marshall, Dr. Brian Beck, Bishop Mvume Dandala, Dr. Edith Loane, Bishop 
Samuel Thomas, Mrs. Joan Stott. 


VI. REPORTS FROM THE WORLD 


Dr. English thenasked for “Reports from the World” in which the following itemswere 
reported: 

From Sierra Leone: Rev. Christian Peacock spoke of turmoil in his country, people 
slaughtered. He said the majority of the world doesn’ tthink theyare big enough for thisto 
bea big problem. He saiditisthe most traumatic experience in the history of Sierra Leone 
and asked for prayers ofthe group. 


From Liberia: Rev. Nathan Juniusbrought greetings from Bishop Kulah whoisin 
IvoryCoast. For the past seven years Liberia has beenat war. Heasked, "Where have the 
Methodists been?” He spoke of 9-10 year olds killing parents, brothers and sisters. He 
asked for prayers for Liberia to retum to peace and to look foranything the World Methodist 
Council can do to stand behind the people of Liberia. 

From Ireland: Rev. Kenneth Bestasked the member churchestocontinue to pray for 
Ireland. “lf people hadn't been praying there would have been darker days.” He reported 
ona ceasefire which lasted only a short time, then itwas broken, sending Ireland intonew 
turmoil. He reported that ‘‘thisweekismarching season” and asked for prayersthat there 
isno fighting. He believesthe Methodist Church in Ireland has shown great courage and 
leadership in expressing Christ's mind. 

From Russia: Bishop Ruediger Minor reported that five years ago the Russian 
Methodist Church did not exist. He thanked God for what has happened. The United 
Methodist Church has 35 congregations and about the same connected to the Korean 
Methodist Church. He reported that therecontinue tobe actsand suspicion of proselytism 
and asked the group tocontinue to pray for Russia. 

From Cuba: Bishop Francisco Gustavo Cruz, recently elected Bishop in Cuba, 
reported that for more than seven years Cuba hasbeen going througha period of crisis, but 
the church has had a wonderful opportunity for witness in these years. Many pastors 
(perhaps80%) andlay leadershave fled the country. Those leftwere persecuted. Theyhave 
been praying and fasting. ManyChristiansleft the church through fear, but nowmanyare 
wanting to comeback. Many youthare seeking to return. The theme for thistime “Towin 
the people of Cuba for Christ.” He reported that the Christians are suffering many 
persecutionsbut remain faithful. He asked for prayers. 

From Singapore: Bishop HO Chee-Sin reported that about seven acres of Mt. 
Sophia hasbeen taken from the church by the Singapore government because they want 
tobuilda subway. Thisis worth about $300 million. Onthis landisthe Methodist Church, 
WSCS Center and Seminary. Heasked for prayersthatthe churchmayretain this property 
and buildings. 

From Western Samoa: Rev. Fa’atoese Auvaa told of their church's “Missionof Christ 
which isavailable toall.”” He spoke nuclear testing whichisa problem of the region, and 
said he believes God wills the community of faith to do good, notevil. That he wishes for 
his people “hope, not fear.” He recommended a new bookon the area ‘‘New Wings of 
Faith” by Manfredloske. 

From Hong Kong: Rev. Lincoln Leung reminded the group that Honk Kong will 
return to China next year and he mentioned how many daysleft. He said the church will 
stillbe committed to Hong Kong and asked for prayers especiallyafter 1997. 
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From Ivory Coast: A church leader told about the recent deaths of several church 
leaders. Theyhad 73 ministers and four have died inthe past fewmonths. Thisleavesmuch 
tobe done by those left. He asked for prayers for their churchas they continue tocarryon 
their ministry. 

From SouthAfrica: Bishop M. Stanley Mogoba came to thank the World Methodist 
Council and thank God for what has happened in South Africa. This miracle came with 
World Methodist Council prayers and support. He announced the new President of the 
Methodist Church of Southern A frica will be Mvume Dandala. He said therecontinuesto 
be humanrightsconcerns, youthand women’sconcerns, and that there are still pockets of 
resistance. He believes‘ ‘the worstis behindus.” He praises God for all thathas happened. 

From Kenya: Bishop Zablon Nthamburiasked for prayers for Burundiand Rwanda 
-that these countries maybe lost if something is not done. He alsoreported that from Sudan 
Islamic fundamentalism is spreading. He reported the Methodist Church is growing and 
readytocontinue. Their conference hopes to opena local university. 

From the AME Zion Church, USA: Bishop Cecil Bishop told of the burning ofblack 
churches in the USA, andasked for prayers for the US President. This year 39 churches 
were burned, and in only two cases have they found who did it. He asked for prayers for 
the satanic lunatics whodo this. 

From Pakistan: Bishop Azariahbrought good news. For manyyears their churches 
have faced opposition from Islam. The churches of Pakistan have pledged tostand together. 
He quoted the Roman Catholic bishop who said ‘Forget Catholicand non-Catholic, we are 
the body of Christ!” He reported thatthe government had decidedto give back property 
it took from the church 30 years ago. 


Dr. Englishasked the group to stand for atime of prayer which he lead. 
Vil. RETIREMENT OF 1991-1996 COUNCIL 


Dr. English recognized members of the 1991-1996 Counciland thanked them for 
their participation and support over the past five years. Bishop Raul Ruiz lead a prayer of 
thanks for the outgoing Council Members, and a prayer of commitment for new Council 
Members. 


After announcements the meeting was adjourned. 


1996-2001 World Methodist Council Meeting 


August 13, 1996 
MORNING SESSION 
1I. OPENING 


Dr. Donald Englishcalled the 1996-200 1 World Methodist Council to order at 9 a.m. 
The devotional wasled by WMC youth including Amy Valdez, who led singing, and Alka 
Lyall who read scripture and suggested in her remarks that ‘‘Christians should be 
peacemakersnottroublemakers.’’ Ken Barnesled in prayer. 
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I. ROLLCALL 


Rollcall wastaken by cards. The following persons registered their attendance. (Some 
visitors may also be registered in this list.) 


Ivan M. Abrahams(Namibia) 
William D. Adams (Australia) 
Ely Ades (USA) 

Jeanne Agnew (USA) 
Theodore Agnew (USA) 
Frances Alguire (USA) 

Edna Alsdurf (USA) 

Bedros Altunian (Bulgaria) 
Graciela Alvarez D. (Mexico) 
Darlene V.Amon(USA) 
Lesley G. Anderson (Belize) 
Michael Anderson (USA) 
Pedro Arauz (Panama) 
Neftali Aravena (Chile) 
Clifford A. Armour, Jr. (USA) 
W. E. (Buddy) Arnold, Jr. (USA) 
Faatoese Auvaa (Samoa) 
Sunema F. Auvaa (Samoa) 
Donald R. Avery(USA) 
Khushnud Azariah (Pakistan) 
Samuel Azariah (Pakistan) 


Georgina P. Baiden(Ghana) 
Mary Bailey (England) 

Paul Bailey (USA) 

Roger E. Baker (USA) 

G. D. Balakrishnan (Singapore) 
Ken Barnes(Ghana}) 

Vemie T. Barnett (USA) 
Sunet Bong Choi (Korea) 
JohnC. A. Barrett (England) 
Valdo Benecchi (Italy) 

Brian E. Beck (England) 

B. O. Benson (Nigeria) 
Keith T. Berry (USA} 

Marcia Berry (USA) 
Kenneth Best (N. Ireland) 
Christine Ann Bethke (USA) 
Cathy Bird (England) 
AreBlomhoff (Norway) 

Ruth Blundell (New Zealand) 
Martha Borgen (Norway) 
Ole E. Borgen (Norway) 
William R. Bouknight (USA) 


John E. Bowyer (USA) 

David Michael Bradley, Jr. (USA) 
Hal Brady(USA) 

Melvin Brawn (USA) 

David L. Brazelton(USA) 
Barbara L. Bredthauer (USA) 
Marlene Britton (Belize) 

C.W. Brockwell (USA) 

Wylene A. Broomfield (USA) 
Susanne Brose (Germany) 
Evelyn D. Brown (USA) 

Gladys Brown (USA) 

Katheryn M. Brown (USA) 
Thomas L. Brown, Sr. (USA) 
Ellen A. Brubaker (USA) 

Sarah Bruce (Bolivia) 

Mary Ellen Bullard (USA) 
JosephH. Bullington, Jr. (USA) 
Sandra Burfitt (USA) 


Enrique Capo (Spain) 

Augusta Carruth(USA) 
Nancy M. Carruth(USA) 
Lemuel Corydon Carter (USA) 
Erica Carty (Jamaica, W.L.) 
George F. Castro (Philippines) 
Isireli M. Caucau (Fiji) 

Ely Eser B. Cesar (Brazil) 

Elias Chacour (Israel) 

Will E. Chambers (USA) 
Carroll R. Chambliss (USA) 
Richard Allen Chappelle (USA) 
Arlynne Lake Cheers(USA) 


Seng Tek Stuart Chen (Hong Kong) 


Farai J. Chirisa (Zimbabwe) 
Jonathan Y. Cho(USA) 
Sei Woong Choi (Korea) 
Yong-HwanChon (Korea) 
Hilary Christie Johnston (Australia) 
HenryC. Clay, Jr. (USA) 
Thomas Henry Cloyd (USA) 
Lloyd E. Cole, Jr. (USA) 

Daryll H. Coleman (USA) 

Nigel Collinson (England) 
Marissa C. Colorado (Philippines) 
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F. Gladwin Connell (USA) 

William B. Cook, Jr. (USA) 

Philip R. Cousin (USA) 

Donald G. L. Cragg (South Africa) 
Michael T. Crockett (South Africa) 
Thelma B. Crowder (USA) 
Francisco Gustavo Cruz-Diaz (Cuba) 
Ireneu da Silva Cunha (Portugal) 
Lawrence R. Curtis(USA) 


H.Mvumelwano Dandala (South Africa) 


Vergil L. Daughtery, Jr. (USA) 
Arthur David (USA) 

Betty Davis (Australia) 

James L. Davis(USA) 

Robert A. Davis(USA) 

Emilio J. M. de Carvalho (Angola) 
David G. Deeks (England) 
Norman (Ned) E. Dewire (USA) 
Kwesi Dickson (Ghana) 

Maxie D. Dunnam (USA) 

Denis C. Dutton (Malaysia) 


Dorothy M. Earl (USA) 

Robert H. Edwards(USA) 
Stephen Elliott (England) 
Donald English (England) 

Paul Ervin (USA) 

Marcia Quintino Escobar (Brazil) 
Aldo M. Etchegoyen (Argentina) 
Obong Obot Etukafia (Nigeria) 


Tim Fairhill (England) 

Onema Fama (Zaire) 

Robert E. Fannin (USA) 

Ellen F. 1. Fay(Taiwan) 

Marcus Fellinger (Austria) 
Arturo M. Fernandez(USA) 
Duleep R. Fernando (Sri Lanka) 
Beatriz Ferrari (Uruguay) 

Linda H. Fields(USA) 
Octaviano Espinosa Fierro (Mexico) 
Jorge Figueroa (Peru) 

James L. Fish, Jr. (USA) 
Steven L. Flader (USA) 
Geoffrey Flynn (Australia) 
Nancy Foster (USA) 

Telezee L. Foster (USA) 

H. Eddie Fox (USA) 

Chiquita F. Fye (USA) 


Timothy Galligan (Vatican City) 
Jessica Gaus (USA) 

John E. Gaus(USA) 

Desmond O. George-Williams(Sierra Leone) 
LewisC. Gibbs (USA) 

Gisela Gildemeister (USA) 

Asha Glendinning (Scotland) 
Baltazar GonzalezC. (Mexico) 

Z. L. Grady (USA) 

Philip R. Granger (USA) 

Janice T. Grana (USA) 

Judith E. Grant (USA) 

William H. Graves (USA) 

Dorothea S. Green (USA) 

H. Sterling Green (USA) 

John H. Green (USA) 

T. Simon N. Gqubule (South Africa) 


Joe Hale (General Secretary) 
Leon Hamrick(USA) 

Daniel D. Hankey (USA) 

Joe Harding (USA) 

Arthur Harris (England) 

Kirby K. Hickey (USA) 

Edgar L. Hiestand, Jr. (USA) 
Don Hil (USA) 

HO Chee-Sin (Singapore) 
Brian R. Hoare (England) 
Alonzo W. Holman (USA) 
JamesW. Holsinger, Jr. (USA) 
Cynthia B. Hopson (USA) 
CecilW. Howard (USA) 
Thomas L. Hoyt, Jr. (USA) 
Grace E. Huck (USA) 
JosephC. Humper (Sierra Leone) 
Craig A. Hunter (USA) 
Marilynn M. Huntington (USA) 
Franklin Hurtado (Panama) 
Marianne Hutchinson (Mexico) 
Anne C. Hearn (USA) 

J. Woodrow Hearn (USA) 
TerryR. Heck (USA) 

Richard P. Heitzenrater (USA) 
A. Lee Henderson (USA) 
Rinaldo Hernandez (Cuba) 


Lawilmathiu (Kenya) 
Neil L. Irons (USA) 
Dotcyl. Isom, Jr. (USA) 
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JamesF. Jackson(USA) 

Susana Matilde Jacob(Argentina) 
Steinar Jacobsen (Norway) 
Damodar G. Jadhav(India) 
Edgar L. James (USA) 

Battu B. Jamisawai (Sierra Leone) 
Byung Hee Jeon (Korea) 
Danoval Johnson (Costa Rica) 
Harrison N. Johnson (USA) 

Jane H. Johnson (USA) 

Ezra EarlJones(USA) 

Charles WesleyJordan(USA) 

Rui de Souza Josgrilberg (Brazil) 
Nathan D. Junius (USA) 


Lucy Kinya Kaindio (Kenya) 
Kenrick R. Khan (USA) 
Khen Sou Kim (Russia) 
Sundo Kim (Korea) 
YooSook (Eunice) Kim (Korea) 
Walter Klaiber (Germany) 
Pamela Klimcke (Ireland) 
LeonR. Kneebone (USA) 
dekook Ko (Korea) 

George Koshy (India) 

Mary E. Kraus (USA) 
S.V.S. Kumar (India) 


Estela P. R. Lamas(Portugal) 
Akossi Lambert N’cho {Ivory Coast) 
David J. Lawson (USA) 

Kok Pheng Daniel Lee (Singapore) 
Jack W. Lee (USA) 

Myun-Joo Lee (USA) 

R.A. Leonard (USA) 

Henry Leono (USA) 

Lincoln L. H. Leung (Hong Kong) 
Peter Lewis (Australia) 

MaeC. Linsey(USA) 

Nathaniel Linsey(USA) 

Paul Livermore (USA) 

Edith M. Loane (lreland) 

Siegfried Lodewigs(Germany) 
Robert E. Long (USA) 

Richard Looney(USA) 

N.S. Lukhele (South Africa) 

June E. Lunn (England) 

Alka Lyall (India) 

E. Louise Lynch (England) 


Angela Macquiban (England) 
Almir de Souza Maia (Brazil) 
Carolyn M. Marshall(USA) 
Philip S. Masih (India) 

JamesW. Massey(South Africa) 
Thalia F. Matherson(USA) 
Toshiyuki Matsumoto (Japan) 
Marcus Matthews(USA) 

John E. Mavor (Australia) 
Sunday Mbang (Nigeria) 

Rosa McCloud-Baxter (USA) 
Calvin D. McConnell (USA) 
Betty MossMcGuirt (USA) 
George E. McKainIl (USA) 
Melinda L. McKonly(USA) 
Olive J. McLendon (USA) 
Marvin D. McReynolds (USA) 
Joana D'Arc Meireles(Brazi)) 
Donald E. Messer (USA) 

L. Craig Michel (USA) 
CekovMihail (Macedonia) 

Alana lanthe Mills (Trinidad & Tobago) 
W. Douglas Mills (USA) 

Evelyn F. Minah (Sierra Leone) 
Donald G. K. Ming (USA) 
Edith W. Ming (USA) 

Ruediger R. Minor (Russia) 
Gertrude T. Mncube (South Africa) 
M.S. Mogoba (South Africa) 
JamesW. Moore (USA) 

George E. Morris(USA) 

Stephen Mosedale (England) 
Karla-Lee Mulrain (England) 
CaroleannMyers(USA) 
Mzwandile W. Molo(South Africa) 


Emerito P. Nacpil (Philippines) 
Daniel Nalbantsky (Bulgaria) 
Maimunah Natasha (Indonesia) 
K. P. Nemapare (Zimbabwe) 
LeroyNesbitt (USA) 
Josephine Newell (England) 
Alfred L. Norris (USA) 

Zablon Nthamburi (Kenya) 


William B. Oden (USA) 

Hassan Olusola Odukale (Nigeria) 
Rune Ohlsson (Sweden) 

dudith A. Olin (USA) 

George W. Oliphant (USA) 

Rasheed Abiodun Oyeshola (Nigeria) 
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Zulay Palomo(Costa Rica) 

Demetris Palos(South Africa) 

Juanita D. Paniamoagan (Philippines) 
Olav Parnamets (Estonia) 

Victoria Wood Parrish (USA) 

Vijay K. Paul (Australia) 

Edward W. Paup(USA) 

Christian A. V. Peacock (Sierra Leone) 
dan Sutch Pickard (England) 

dames P. Poole(USA) 

Adlise Ivey Porter (USA) 

Staccato Powell(USA) 

J. O. Moshopeh Pratt (Sierra Leone) 
Deborah L. Pritts (USA) 

Pavel Prochazka (Slovak Republic) 
Edward Puslecki (Poland) 


William K. Quick (USA) 


Sharon Z. Rader (USA) 

Dorothy Rainwater (USA) 

Lawrence L. Reddick II (USA) 

Royce Reynolds(USA) 

Schuyler Rhodes(USA) 

Eva Richardson (Australia) 

Kathleen M. Richardson (England) 

Neil G. Richardson (England) 

Theo Rickenbacher (Switzerland) 

Martha Riegraf(Germany) 

Joetta F. Rinehart (USA) 

Mary Jane Ripley(USA) 

Bruce W. Robbins (USA) 

Enoch B. Rochester (USA) 

Sheila D. Rogers (USA) 

Evelyn Raquel Roman Morales 
(Dominican Republic) 

Cassiano K. Rosing (Brazil) 

Judith Rossall (England) 

Raul Ruiz A. (Mexico) 

Barbara A. Ryder (England) 


Moise Sagbohan (Benin) 

Alfred A. Salami (England) 

E. Louise Samuel (England) 
Fidel RamirezSanchez(Mexico) 
Duane V. Sarazin (USA) 

Alan Ray B. Sarte (Philippines) 
David Wesley Schmuck (USA) 
Mary Louise K. Schock (USA) 
Janest H. Schrader (USVI) 


Rena Sandidge Scott (USA) 
Tung Kim Seng (Malaysia) 
Cleo BethShull(USA) 
Alexander Siatwinda (Zambia) 
Andrea Siegrist (Austria) 
Leonard D. Slutz (USA) 
Glenna L. D. Spencer (Guyana) 
William Hiram Smith, Jr. (USA) 
Anke Stein (Germany) 

K. JamesStein (USA) 

Neil L. Stein (USA) 

Betty V. Stith (USA) 

Dorothy Joan Stott (Australia) 
Patrice Strachan (Bahamas) 
Makolm Strom (USA) 

Robert O. Stuart (USA) 

Robert K. Sweet (USA) 


dill Tabart (Australia) 

Mary E. Taylor (USA) 

Prince A. Taylor, dr. (USA) 

Lopeti Taufa (Tonga) 

Sione Tavake Tupou (New Zealand) 
Samuel R. Thomas (India) 

R. Duane Thompson (USA) 
Novette S. Thompson (England) 
Brian Thorpe (Canada) 

Rodolfo Tigas, Jr. (Philippines) 

Eric D. Torres-Montes (Peru) 
Ruben F. Trinidad (Philippines) 
Norival Trinidade (Paraguay) 
Karern B. Westerfield Tucker (USA) 
A. D. Tyson (USA) 


Mary Um (Korea) 
Fern Underwood (USA) 


Amihan(Amy) R. Valdez (USA) 
Daniel Vanescote (Belgium) 
Victor R. Ortiz Vidal(Puerto Rico) 


Geoffrey Wainwright (England) 
Alan Walker (Australia) 

Elizabeth Walker (Australia) 

Eva Walker (USA) 

George W. Walker, Jr. (USA) 
Harriette Katherine Walker (USA) 
Robert W. Wall (USA) 

Ted H. Walter (USA) 
Rosemary Wass (England) 
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Martha L. Watley(USA) Kathleen (Kathy) Wilson (USA) 
William W. Watty(Antigua, W.I.) Sylvia Wilson (USA) 

Bob F. Weathers(USA) David Adam Wilkinson (England) 
Meri Whitaker (USA) H. D'Arcy Wood (Australia) 
John F. White (USA) DeWayne S. Woodring (USA) 
Hanna Wilhelm (Switzerland) HeidiWydler-Gerber (Switzerland) 
Aileen Williams(USA) 

Cleophas Wiliams (USA) Shan Yohan (USA) 

Henry M. Williamson, Sr. (USA) McKinley Young (USA) 

Milton A. Williams (USA) Norman Young (Australia) 
Robert J. Williams(USA) RalphC. Young (Switzerland) 
Sarah Williams (Wales) Charles Yrigoyen, Jr. (USA) 

Earl L. Wilson(USA) 


Ill. RULES OF DEBATE 


The groupAGREED toaccept the Rules of Debate which had beendistributed earlier. 
These willbe printed in the new WMC Handbook of Information. 


IV. STATEMENT ON SIXTH INTERNATIONAL 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH CONFERENCE 


Dr. English invited Dr. H. Eddie Fox to address the matter of the next International 
Christian Youth Conference. Dr. Fox announced only the site and adate had beenselected 
and explained that he had met with the Youth Committee and they would be working 
together in planning. The ICYChas been scheduled for August 6-13, 1998, Epworth-By- 
The-Sea, St. Simonslsland, Georgia, USA. (See thetext of Dr. Fox’s statement following 
the Youth Report on Monday, August 12 in Conference/Council plenary.) 


V. REMARKS BY GENERAL SECRETARY 


Dr. doe Hale introduced the staff ofthe World Methodist Council: Mr. RalphC. Young, 
the Geneva Secretary; Dr. H. Eddie Fox, Director of World Evangelism; Mrs. Edna Alsdurf, 
Assistant Treasurer and Director of World Exchange; Mrs. Linda Greene, Secretaryto the 
General Secretary andas such, recording secretary for the World Methodist Council; Mrs. 
Jo Ann Arrington, financial secretary; Mrs. Jeanette Roberson, front office secretary and 
Curator of the World Methodist Museum; Mrs. Edith Valentine, who oversees the office of 
circulation of World Parish.” 

Dr. Hale: "I shall not bring a report to you here as! spoke on the opening day of the 
Conference. | would call attention to the new brochure you all received, ‘‘Youare a partof 
the World Methodist Council.” 

“‘Itsthree panels describe ways the Council seeksto link 7 1 member churches around 
the world. Concernsthat touch all of our churchesare illustrated in the themes of the World 
Conference Seminarsin Rio. 

“The World Methodist Council seeks to link Methodist and related United Churches 
in four of these areas by: 

“Offering Christin sensitive and compelling ways as we call personsin every culture 
to follow Jesus Christin faith and service; 
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“Bearing witness for a new world that reflects God’s intention for all people through 
the reign of the Kingdom of God; 

“Reaching outto build relationshipswith other Christian World Communionsand 
churches, asa part ofthe wider Christian communityof onebillion, eight hundred million 
persons worldwide; 

“Supporting Christ's ministry of reconciliation and justice, and casting our vote fora 
world at peace. Through the World Methodist Peace Award the Council has sought to 
honor those who have shown creativity, courage and consistencyin the pursuit of peace we 
seekand ascontemporary peacemakers are makinga difference. 

“TheWMC isnota legislative body that votesactions whichits membersare compelled 
to follow. We are rather churches which have agreed to meet together, and to do some 
thingstogether we could not do separately. Because of this, those human linksthat develop 
among usare the most important of all. Life itselfis fragile, but whata giftitis! We area 
fragile body. We have agreedto walk together and we are determined to seek wayswe can 
bring honor to Christ together. 

“Thankyou for your commitment as a member ofthe World Methodist Council. We 
have the incredible privilege before usas together we approach the 2000th anniversary of 
the birth of the One inwhom we are one, Jesus Christ.” 


VI. GENEVA SECRETARY REPORT 


Mr. Ralph Young, Geneva Secretary, broughta written report (Appendix].) Itwas 
noted that Mr. Young had served more than 60 years in some sort of ecumenical 
organization. He hasbeen Geneva Secretary since 1983. His reportwas ADOPTED. 


VII. APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


The Chairperson called attention to applications for membership from The Church 
of South India and The Methodist Church of Paraguay. 

The Rev. Norival Trinidad was present representing the Methodist Church of Paraguay 
and Prof. and Mrs. George Koshy, Dr. Aleyamma George and the Most Reverend Vasant 
P. Dandin, Bishop and Moderator of the Methodist Church in South India represented the 
Church of South India. 

Bishop Etchegoyen welcomed the relationto the Church in Paraguay and invited the 
church to bea part of CIEMAL, stating ‘We mustimprove our unity in South America.” 

The Council VOTED to receive these churchesinto membership. 


Vill. NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


The Nominating Committee report was brought by Chairperson Mrs. Betty Davis. 
Discussion followed regarding various ways to make nominations: thatit would be helpful 
to have biographical information on nominees; a questionabout the Nominating Commit- 
tee; howmembersare nominated from various countries; whether the youth chairand youth 
presidium nominationswere the responsibility ofthe current youth committee. 

In answer to the questions, Dr. English explained the nomination process. He also 
mentioned that the Constitution would be reviewed during the next quinquennium. 
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Dr. Brian Beckread fromthe WMC Constitution concerning notwopresidents coming 
from the same church. The nominating report hada United Methodist minister anda United 
Methodist young person, soin orderto complywith the WMC Constitution, the Chairperson 
referred the Presidium slate backto the Nominating Committee for adjustment. 

Amotionwas made, seconded and the group VOTED to elect the Chairperson, Vice- 
Chairpersonand Honorary President. 


IX. GREETING FROM CIEMAL 


After a break, the group sang a hymn, ‘‘Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,” and Dr. 
English ledin prayer. 

Bishop|saias Gutierrez, Chairperson of CIEMAL, brought greetingsand welcomed 
the grouptoSouthAmerica. Bishop Gutierrez appeared bothasa World Methodist Council 
Member and Ecumenical Delegate. 


X. CONTINUED NOMINATING REPORT 


Mrs. Davis presented a revised Presidium list, bringing the name of a young person 
from Argentina for Presidium, and the United Methodist youth going to Youth Committee 
Chairperson, which brought the list into compliance with the Constitution. The revised 
Presidium was then voted and APPROVED. 

Regarding the few slots from various nations not yet reporting to be filled on the 
Executive, Dr. English advised that the General Secretary would be contacting these 
member churches for the names of their representatives. 

The listof Executive Committee nominationswas presented, the motion seconded and 
the group voted to ACCEPT the list. 

Itwas AGREED to drop the title from "Presidium of World Presidents,” from the 
Nominating Report. 

Itwas AGREED that the WMC Officersmay replace any committee members during 
the five yearsas necessary. 

The committee slate was votedand APPROVED. The General Officers were then 
votedand APPROVED. 


1996-2001 World Methodist Council Officers and Executive Committee 
WORLD OFFICERS 


Chairperson, Executive Committee: Ms. FrancesM. Alguire, USA 
Vice-Chairperson, Executive Committee: His Eminence Sunday Mbang, Nigeria 


Presidium: 

Mrs. Sunema Auvaa, Samoa 

Bishop PauloLockmann, Brazil 

Dr. JohnC. A. Barrett, U.K. 

Bishop Sundo Kim, Korea 

Dr. Olav Parnamets, Estonia 

Bishop Donald G. K. Ming, AME Church 
Mr. CarlosAmarillo, Argentina 

Dr. Maxie D. Dunnam, USA 


Mrs. Khushnud Azariah, President, WEM&UCW, Pakistan (by virtue of office) 
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Honorary President: (Outgoing Chairperson, Executive Committee) 
The Reverend Dr. Donald English, CBE 


General Officers: General Secretary: Dr. Joe Hale 
Geneva Secretary: Mr. RalphC. Young 
Treasurer: Dr. James W. Holsinger, Jr. 
Assistant Treasurer: Mrs. Edna Alsdurf 


Past Presidents and General Secretary Emeritus 


Bishop Lawilmathiu Bishop Prince A. Taylor, Jr. 
Bishop William R. Cannon Dr. LeeF. Tuttle 
Dr. KennethG. Greet 

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


ANGOLA, UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Bishop Emilio J. M. de Carvalho 


ARGENTINA, EVANGELICAL METHODIST CHURCH 
Bishop Aldo M. Etchegoyen 


AUSTRALIA, UNITING CHURCH OF 
Mrs. Joan Stott 
Mrs. Hilary Christie Johnston 
Rev. John Mavor 


BELGIUM, UNITEDPROTESTANT CHURCH 


Rev. Daniel Vanescote 


BENIN, PROTESTANT METHODIST CHURCH 
Rev. Moise Sagbohan 


BOLIVIA, EVANGELICAL METHODIST CHURCH 
Bishop Efrain Yanapa Huanca 


BRAZIL, THE METHODIST CHURCH 
Dr. Rinalva Cassiano Silva 


CANADA, THEUNITED CHURCH 
Dr. Brian David Thorpe 


CANADA, FREE METHODIST CHURCH 
Bishop Gary Walsh 


CARIBBEAN AND AMERICAS, METHODIST CHURCH (Presidentof Conference) 


Dr. W. W. Watty 1996-1997 
Dr. Bruce B. Swapp 1997- 


CENTRALAFRICA, AME 
Rev. Elizabeth Siwela 
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CENTRALAND SOUTHERNEUROPE (United MethodistCentral Conference) 
Bishop Heinrich Bolleter 


CHILE, METHODIST CHURCH 
Bishop Neftali Aravena 


CHINA, THE CHURCH OF CHRIST (Hong Kong) 
Rev. Paul Ng Chun Chi 


COSTARICA, EVANGELICAL METHODIST CHURCH 
Bishop Luis Fernando Palomo 


CUBA, THE METHODIST CHURCH 
Bishop F. Gustavo Cruz 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, THE EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
Lic. Evelyn Raquel Roman Morales 


ECUADOR, EVANGELICAL UNITED CHURCH 
Dr. Victor Hugo Vaca 


ESTONIA, UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Dr. Olav Parnamets 


FIJI, METHODIST CHURCH 
Rev. Ilaitia Sevati Tuwere 


GERMANY, UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Bishop Walter F. Klaiber 


GHANA, METHODIST CHURCH 
Bishop Kwesi A. Dickson 


GREAT BRITAIN, THE METHODIST CHURCH 


Dr. Brian E. Beck Mr. Tim Fairhill 

Mrs. June Elizabeth Lunn Mrs. Barbara A. Ryder 
Rev. Arthur Harris Mrs. Asha Glendinning 
Rev. David G. Deeks Mrs. Josephine Newell 
Miss Sarah Ann Williams Dr. Judith Ann Rossall 
Mr. Alfred Salami Dr. David A. Wilkinson 


Dr. Kathleen Richardson 


HONG KONG, THEMETHODIST CHURCH 
Rev. Lincoln Leung 1996-May '97 
Rev. Ping-Kwong LI May'97-2001 


INDIA, METHODISTCHURCH 


Bishop S. R. Thomas 
Bishop Sampath Kumar 
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INDIA, CHURCHOF NORTHINDIA 
Bishop D. K. Mohanty 


INDIA, CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA 
Prof. George Koshy 


INDONESIA, THEMETHODIST CHURCH 
Bishop H. Doloksaribu 
Dra. Maimunah Natasha 


IRELAND, THE METHODIST CHURCH 
Rev. Edmund Mawhinney 


ITALY, THEMETHODIST CHURCH 
Pastor Valdo Benecchi 


IVORY COAST, PROTESTANT METHODIST CHURCH 
Rev. Lambert N’cho 


KENYA, THE METHODIST CHURCH (Presiding Bishop) 


Bishop ZablonJohn Nthamburi 
KOREA, THE METHODIST CHURCH (Updated by new bishop 2/12/97) 
Bishop Yong Eun Pyo Bishop Hong Do Kim 

Dr. Pong Bae Park Mrs. Byung Hee Jeon 
Mrs. Yoo Sook Kim Bishop Ho Moon Lee 

Mr. Je Kook Ko 


LIBERIA CENTRAL CONFERENCE (UMC) 
Bishop Arthur Kulah 


MALAYSIA, METHODIST CHURCH (Presiding Bishop) 
Bishop Peter Chio Sing Ching 


MEXICO, THEMETHODIST CHURCH 
Bishop Baltazar Gonzalez Carrillo 


MYANMAR, UPPER, THEMETHODIST CHURCH 
Rev. Fambuaia 


MYANMAR, LOWER, THE METHODIST CHURCH 
(Tobe appointed) 


NEW ZEALAND, METHODIST CHURCH 
Rev. S. Tavake Tupou 


NIGERIA, METHODIST CHURCH 
Mr. Rasheed Oyesola 
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NORTHERN EUROPE CENTRALCONFERENCE (UMC) 
Bishop Hans Vaxby 


PAKISTAN, CHURCHOF 
Mr. S. K. Dass 


PANAMA, EVANGELICALMETHODIST CHURCH 
Bishop Pedro Arauz 


PARAGUAY, METHODIST CHURCH 
Dr. Norival Trinidade 


PERU, METHODIST CHURCH 
BishopJorge Adrian Figueroa Cotera 


PHILIPPINES CENTRAL CONFERENCE (UMC) 
Bishop Emerito Nacpil 


PHILIPPINES, EVANGELICAL METHODIST CHURCH 
Bishop George F. Castro 


PHILIPPINES, THEUNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Bishop Alan Ray B. Sarte 
Mr. Rodolfo Tigas (Alternate) 


PUERTORICO, THE METHODIST CHURCH 
Bishop Victor L. Bonilla 


PORTUGAL, EVANGELICALMETHODIST CHURCH 
Bishop Ireneu da Silva Cunha 


REPUBLIC OFCHINA, THE METHODIST CHURCH 
Bishop Tseng, Chi-hong 


RUSSIA, UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Bishop Ruediger R. Minor 


SAMOA, METHODIST CHURCH 
Rev. Faatoese Auvaa 


SIERRALEONE, THEMETHODIST CHURCH 
Rev. Christian V. A. Peacock 


SIERRA LEONE, UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Bishop Joseph C. Humper 


SIERRA LEONE, WEST AFRICAN METHODIST CHURCH 
Rev. J. O. Moshopeth Pratt 
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SINGAPORE, THE METHODIST CHURCH 


Dr. Kok Pheng Daniel Lee (Singapore) 


SOUTHERNAFRICA, THEMETHODIST CHURCH 


Rev. Ivan Manuel Abrahams Rev. Michael T. Crockett 
Rev. Mzwandile Wilson Molo Prof. Gertrude Thenjiwe Mncube 
Bishop Mvume Dandala 

SOUTHERN AFRICA, AME CHURCH 


Rev. M. D. Phetleu 
Rev. B. M. Horn (Alternate) 
Mrs. Sarah Matthare (Alternate) 


SPAIN, EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
Dr. Enrique Capo 


SRI LANKA, METHODIST CHURCH 
Rev. Duleep Ranjanik Fernando 


TONGA, FREEWESLEYAN CHURCH 
Rev. Lopeti Taufa 


UNITED STATES (six separate and distinct denominations} 


Mr. Ely Ades, NV(UM) 

Dr. Neil Michael Alexander (Agency) 
Ms. FrancesM. Alguire, MI (UM) 

Dr. Bettye J. Allen, IL (AME) 

Mr.W. E. “Buddy” Arnold, AR (UM) 
Dr. Paul Clinton Bailey, VA (UM) 
Rev. Keith Berry, KS (UM) 

Bishop Cecil Bishop (epis. AMEZ) 
Dr. William Bouknight, TN (UM) 
Miss Emily Rebeka Brinker, PA (UM) 
Dr. Hal Brady, TX (UM) 

Dr. Katheryn M. Brown, GA (AME) 
Rev. Ellen Brubaker, MI (UM) 

Bishop JohnR. Bryant, TX (AME) 
Mrs. Mary Ellen Bullard, AL(UM) 
Mrs. Sandra Burfitt, AL(UM) 

Mrs. Lynn A. Caldwell, FL (UM) 

Dr. Nancy Carruth, LA (UM) 

Bishop Richard A. Chappelle, MO(AME) 
Dr. Daryll Henry Coleman, CA (CME) 
Mr. William B. Cook, Jr., OR (UM) 
Bishop Philip R. Cousin, PA (AME) 
Miss Laurie Day, ID(UM) 

Dr. NormanE. Dewire,OH (UM) 

Dr. Maxie D. Dunnam, KY (UM) 
Bishop Robert Fannin, AL (epis, UM) 
Dr. Donald V. Fites, IL(UM) 


Dr. H. Eddie Fox, TN (UM) 

Ms. Gisela Gildemeister, OH (UM) 
Dr. Janice Grana (The Upper Room) 
Ms. Judith E. Grant, PA (CME) 

Dr. Daniel Hankey, GA (UM) 

Dr. Robert Harman (Agency) 

Mr. John R. Harper, PA (UM) 

Ms. Sherita N. Harris (CME) 

Bishop Woodrow Hearn, TX (UM) 
Dr. A. Lee Henderson, TN (AME) 
Dr. JamesW. Holsinger, KY (UM) 
Bishop Thomas Hoyt, LA (CME) 

Dr. Roger Ireson (Agency) 

Bishop Neil Irons, NJ(epis, UM) 
Dr. JamesF. Jackson, TX (UM) 
Bishop Hae Jong Kim, NY (epis, UM) 
Bishop Nathaniel Linsey, OH (CME) 
Dr. Alice W. Lockmiller, FL(UM) 


Bishop Richard Looney, GA (epis, UM) 


Dr. Carolyn Marshall, IN (UM) 
Mr. Marvin McReynolds, KS (UM) 


Bishop Donald G. K. Ming, GA (AME) 


Mrs. Edith Ming, GA (AME) 
Dr. George E. Morris, IL (UM) 


Bishop William B. Oden, LA (epis, UM) 


Mrs. Kaye Parlin, NY (UM) 
Bishop Edward W. Paup, (epis, UM) 


Mr. James P. Poole, GA (UM) 

Dr. Adlise 1. Porter (AMEZ) 

Rev. Staccato Powell (AMEZ) 

Dr. William K. Quick, MI (UM) 

Bishop Sharon Z. Rader, WI(epis, UM) 
Mr. Royce Reynolds, NC (UM) 

Ms. Dana Miggins Rice (AMEZ) 

Mrs. Joetta Rinehart, NC(UM) 

Dr. Bruce W. Robbins (Agency) 
Bishop EnochB. Rochester (epis, AMEZ} 
Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Taylor (AMEZ) 
Rev. David Wesley Schmuck, PA(UM) 
Mrs. Janest Hewitt Schrader, VI (AME) 
Bishop Richard D. Snyder, IN (FMC) 


URUGUAY, EVANGELICALCHURCH 
Mrs. Beatriz Ferrari 


WEST AFRICA, AME CHURCH 
Bishop Adam J. Richardson 


ZAIRE, UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 


Bishop Onema Fama 


ZAMBIA, UNITED CHURCH 
Bishop Alexander M. Siatwinda 


Dr. Cindy Beard Tappan, OH (UM) 

Dr. Karen Westerfield Tucker, IL(UM) 
Ms. Amy Valdez, IA (UM) 

Bishop George Walker, Sr. (epis, AMEZ) 
Dr. Theodore Walter, SC (UM) 

Rev. Matthew Lawrence Watley, NJ (AME) 
Dr. William D. Watley, Sr., NJ(AME) 
Bishop Woodie White, IN(epis, UM) 
Mrs. AileenL. Williams, MN(UM) 
Bishop MiltonA. Williams(epis, AMEZ) 
Dr. Earle L. Wilson, IN (WES) 

Dr. DeWayne S. Woodring (Agency) 
Bishop McKinley Young, GA (AME) 

Dr. Charles Yrigoyen (Agency) 


ZIMBABWE, AFRICAN METHODIST CHURCH 


Rev. K. P. Nemapare 


ZIMBABWE, METHODIST CHURCH 
Bishop FaraiJonah Chirisa 


ZIMBABWE, UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 


Bishop Christopher Jokomo 


President: World Methodist Historical Society (by virtue of office) 


At-Large Youth 
Ms. Marissa Colorado -Philippines 
Ms. Ana Magdalena Bracher- Brazil 
Mr. Samuel Ayobami Adepoju- Nigeria 
Ms. Sherita Harris-CME, USA 


At-large (Ecumenical and Publishing) 
Dr. Geoffrey Wainwright 
Mr. Brian Thornton 
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1996-2001 World Methodist Council Committees 


ECUMENICS AND DIALOGUE 
Dr. GeoffreyWainwright, Chairperson 
Bishop Walter Klaiber, Vice-Chairperson 
Dr. Brian Beck Pastor Valdo Benecchi 
Bishop Ireneu da Silva Cunha Rev. DamodasG. Jahav 
Bishop William B. Oden Dr. Donald Cragg 
Dr. Bruce Robbins Bishop Aldo Etchegoyen 
Mrs. Hilary Christie-Johnston Bishop Gustavo Cruz 
Bishop Ruediger Minor His Eminence Sunday Mbang 
Dr. Keith Berry Bishop Edward W. Paup 
Dr. KathrynM. Brown Bishop Enoch Rochester 
Rev. Mikhail Cekov Bishop LuisFernando Palomo 
Rev. Khen Sou Kim Bishop McKinley Young 
Rev. Ee-lin Ng Dr. Norman Young 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Dr. John Barrett, Chairperson 


Dr. Elizabeth Sunita Charles, Vice-Chairperson 


Dr. Roger Ireson, Vice-Chairperson 


Dr. Theodore H. Walter 
Ms. Renate Bloem 

Bishop Ely Cesar 

Ms. Alicia Diaz 

Bishop Philip R. Cousin 
Bishop Emerito Nacpil 

Ms. Carmela Silvade Diaz 
Bishop Emiliode Carvalho 
Dr. Kok Pheng Daniel Lee 
Mrs. Josephine Newell 

Dr. Masanobu Fukamachi 
BishopJoseph Humper 
Bishop Christopher Jokomo 
Bishop Hae-Jong Kim 


Dr. Almir de Souza Maia 
Dr. Pong Bae Park 

Mr. Paul Ng Chun Chi 

Dr. Bettye J. Allen 

Bishop Neftali Aravena 
Bishop AdamJ. Richardson 
Mrs. Sarah Matlhare 

Dr. Nancy Carruth 


Consultants: 

Mr. Derek Robson 
Dr. Ovideo Torres 
Dr. Ken Yamada 
Dr. Robert A. Davis 
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EVANGELISM 


Dr. Maxie D. Dunnam, Chairperson 
Dr. Lawilmathiu, Vice-Chairperson 
Bishop Richard Looney, Vice-Chairperson 


Mrs. Zulay Palomo, Vice-Chairperson 

Dr. H. Eddie Fox, World Director 

BishopJohn R. Bryant Bishop Hans Vaxby 

Mrs. Mary Ellen Bullard Dr. John Mavor 

Bishop Mvume Dandala Mr. JamesP. Poole 

Bishop Nathaniel Linsey Bishop Baltazar Gonzalez Carrillo 

Dr. Judith Rossall Bishop Woodie White 

Dr. Dan Hankey Dra. Maimunah Natasha 

Bishop Sundo Kim Rev. JohnF. White 

Dr. George Morris Dr. JamesJackson 

Rev. S. Tavake Tupou Dr. Bill Hinson 

Bishop Robert Fannin Rev. LeeSurp Park 

Ms. Gisela Gildemeister Rev. PhillipS. Masih 

Mr. Steve Caldwell Mr. Royce Reynolds 

Dr. David Wilkinson Mrs. Kaye Parlin 

Bishop Gary Walsh Rev. David Schmuck 

Dr. Hal Brady Rev. Lopeti Taufa 

Mr. W. E. Arnold Ms. DanaM. Rice 

Datuk Denis Dutton 

Dr. William Bouknight Consultants: 

Bishop Heinrich Bolter Dr. Howard Mellor 

Rev. Olav Parnamets Dr. Barbara Holsinger 

Dr. Winston O. R. Worrell 

FAMILY LIFE 


Mrs. June Lunn, Chairperson 
Mrs. Edith Ming, Vice-Chairperson 
Rev. Duleep Fernando, Vice-Chairperson 


Mrs. Khushnud Azariah Mrs. Joetta Rinehart 

Mrs. Joan Stott Rev. Christian Peacock 
Miss Battu Jambawai Dr. Adlise Porter 

Mrs. Barbara Ryder Bishop Victor Bonilla 

Mrs. Lavinia Padarath Mrs. Alka Lyall 

Mrs. Sunema Auvaa Ms. Eunice Kim 

Bishop Sazi Lukhele Rev. Kenichiro Katsuyama 
Rev. Rufus Stark Rev. Elizbaeth Siwela 
Bishop Tseng, Chi-hing Dr. Shantilata Yohan 


Mrs. Beatriz Ferrari 
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SOCIAL AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS WORSHIP AND LITURGY 


Dr. KarenB. Westerfield Tucker, Chairperson 
BishopS.R. Thomas, Vice-Chairperson 


Rev. Cathy Bird, Chairperson 
Bishop lvan Abrahams, Vice-Chairperson 
Rev. Schuyler Rhodes, Secretary 


Dr. A. Lee Henderson Rev. M. D. Phetleu 
r . aw: . William Watty Rev. D. G. Jadhav 
Mr. David Bradley Bishop Cecil Bishop Rev Vati 
Bishop Richard A. Chappelle Mr. Lambert A. N'cho Rt. Rev. Kwesi Dickson Dr. Darryl Coleman 
$ A Rev. Lincoln Leung Mr. Jorge Figueroa 
Rev. David Deeks Rev. Enrique Capo ; g 
Dr. Brian Thorpe BishopF. J. Chirisa Bishop H. Doloksaribu Bishop George W. Walker, Sr. 
Mrs. Asha Glendinning Rev. Moise Sagbohan Bishop George Castro Rev. MyunJoo Lee 
Mr. David Pratt Bishop Zacarias Mamani ah puters we arabia 
Rev. K.P. Nemapare Bishop Pedro Arauz ony Seara: trappan s. Mai egra! 
Dr. Paul Baile Dr. David Lundquist Rev. Clifford Armour 
„Fat y ' Bishop Harold B. Senatle Consultant: 
Mrs. Aileen Williams Mr. Je Kook Ko s l 
BishopPeter Storey Rev. Daniel Vanescote Rev. D'Arcy Wood 
Rev. Ellen Brubaker Consultants: Mrs. Janest Schrader 
Bishop M. S. Mogoba Dr. Edith Loane 
Bishop Donald Ming Rev. Dimitrios Palos YOUTH COMMITTEE 
Ms. Amy Valdez, Chairperson 
THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION Mr. TimFairhall, Vice-Chairperson 
Rev. Matthew Watley, Vice-Chairperson 
Dr. Norman E. Dewire, Chairperson 
Dr. Kathleen Richardson, Vice-Chairperson Miss Emily Brinker Mr. Samuel Ayobami Adepoju 
Rev. Bruce B. Swapp, Vice-Chairperson Ms. Marissa Colorado Ms. Sherita Harris 
Mr. Carlos Amarillo Miss Sarah Williams 
Dr. Victor Vaca Mrs. Sandra Burfitt Ms. Ana Magdalena Bracher Miss Laurie Day 
Dr. Paul Chilcote Rev. Yong HwanChon 


Bishop Neil lrons 

Ms. Judith Grant 

Bishop Sharon Z. Rader 
Bishop Zablon Nthamburi 
Rev. M. T. Crockett 

Rev. LI Ping-Kwong 

Rev. Staccato Powell 

Dr. Earle Wilson 

Dr. William K. Quick 
Bishop Richard D. Snyder 
Bishop Milton Williams 


Dr. William Watley, Sr. 
Bishop Thomas L. Hoyt 
BishopSamuel Azariah 
Rev. James W. Massey 


Bishop S. Vijaya Sampath Kumar 


Rev. B. M. Horn 
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XI. RESOLUTION CONCERNING JOINT MEETINGS OF 
COUNCIL AND CONFERENCE 


Dr. Brian Beck introduced a resolution concerning joint meetings of Council and 
Conference which had come from the British Committee and reasons for the request for 
review: he told ofthe Conferencein Nairobi where the Council memberslive better thanthe 
host church; demandson host church; the bigger the Conference, themore required of the 
host church. 


The resolution wasmoved, secondedand AGREEDas follows that the Officers would 
beginthe process of review, then itwill goto the Executive Committee: 


Resolution for the World Methodist Council and 
accompanying memorandum from the World Methodist Council 
British Committee: Joint Meetings of Counciland Conference 

The Council believing that, after 45 years, itis time to reassess the established pattern 
inwhich the Counciland Conference work, as theyenter the new millennium; noting that 
a meeting of the World Methodist Conference in conjunction with the World Methodist 
Council every five yearsis not required by Article VII ofthe Constitution, which says only 
that 
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The Council shall convene a Conference at suchtimesand placesas the Council or 
the Executive Committee considers desirable but at least once in each ten-year period; 

noting also that the need to provide a meeting place for 3000 Conference delegates, 
with all facilities, severely limits the number of places inthe world where the World Methodist 
Council can meetin solidarity with its member churches; 

noting further that while the Council and the Conference are held atthe same time and 
place there will always be pressure on the time available to the Council to complete its 
businesson behalf of the member churches; 

requeststhe Officers 

(a) to examine the possibility ofa new pattern by which, while the Council continued to 
meet every five years, the Conference would meet less frequenthyandata different time and 
place; and 

(b) to report as soon as possible to the Executive, or directly to the Council, on the 
financial and other implications of a change to sucha pattern, or anyother the Officers may 
propose, so that a decision on future policy maybe taken. 

Memorandum in support of the above proposal 

1. The present pattern of meetings has held since 1951, and it is good for any 
organization to review its policy from time totime, evenifthe outcome isa decision to make 
nochange. 

2. Article VII of the Constitution requires only that the Conference shall meetnot less 
thanonce everyten years. Itdoesnotrequire the Council and Conference to meet together. 
No constitutional change is required by the review whichis requested. 

3. There are difficulties in the present pattern of joint meetings of the Council and 
Conference whichare encountered everytime: 


@ Thereisnever enoughtimetocomplete the Council's business with adequate 
attentionto detail. Thisis due, notjust to thetime takenin debate over procedure, 
which arises from the clash of different traditions, but from the demandsof the 
Conference, whose many members have ajustifiable expectation that their time 
will be fruitfully occupied - with events which will inevitably be attractive to 
Council membersalso. 

© Conference members feel frustrated, having been designated by their home 
churches asdelegates, that they are not party to the Council's discussions, or if 
theyare admitted as observers, cannot take partand vote. 

4. Itisoften said that the reason for the joint meetings of Council and Conference is 
financial, the contributionsof Conference delegatesbeing necessaryto cover the costofthe 
Council. The Executive has not seen figuresto support that statement. Ifthe cost which 
has to be metrelates to the hire of conference facilities, a meeting of the Council by itself 
would reduce it. Ifthe costinvolved relates to travel subsidies for Council members, itwould 
be helpfulto know this. It might still be the case that those costs could be reduced by meeting 
(asthe Council by itself could) closer to one of the areas from which those receiving such 
subsidies come. 

5. The size of the Conference meansthat only a few centres inthe world outside the 
United States are able to provide facilities. They tend to be up-market, sothat, eveninits 
attempt to meet on the home territory ofits member churches the Councilis frustrated by 
the fact that few of those countriescan receive the Conference anyway and by the fact that, 
inthose which can receiveit, the Conference ismade to seem culturally and economically 
ata distance from the majority of the people. A meeting of the Council alone, while not 
removing these difficultiesaltogether, would reduce them. 
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XII. PROPOSAL FOR REVIEW OF COUNCIL STRUCTURE 


Aresolution from the Uniting Church in Australia, was presented by Jillian Tabart 
concerning the structure ofthe World Methodist Council. 


Bishop Ole Borgen pointed out that if we go back to the old form of Council and 
Conference itmarginalizes smaller churches andbecomesirrelevant, that onlybig churches 
canbe involved. The Council was reorganized so smaller churcheswould have a part, and 
theyneed tobe heard. 

Itwas AGREED to send this resolution to the Officers for study: 

That, in order to be more effective in fulfilling the purposes of the WMC, stated in 
Section of the Constitution, the Council requests the Executive Committee: 

1. to undertake a review of the structures of the World Methodist Council, with 
particular referenceto: 

(a) consideration ofreducing the voting membership of the Council and the Executive 
Committee; 

(b) waysof enabling the Executive Committee to meet more frequently; 

(c) consideration of the appropriate functions of the Officers and the Executive 
Committee 

(d) waysofensuring moreyouthfulrepresentativeson the Council and the Executive 


(e) the wayin which nominations are made tothe World Methodist Council; 

(f) the possibility ofthe Councilinitiating occasionalregional consultationsof member 
churcheson matters of common interest; 

(g) the financial implications of any changes to the structures of the WMC; with 
permission for the Executive Committee to consider other related matters which may 
emerge; 

2. toconsultwith member churches during the process of review, in order to give 
member churches the opportunity to comment in writing on any changes or options 
proposed by the Executive Committee; and 

3. tobring areportandrecommendations tothe meeting of the Councilin 2001. 


XIII. THEOLOGICALEDUCATION 


There was a resolution coming from the Executive Committee to be voted by the 
Council that the Theological Education Committee be a Standing Committee of the World 
Methodist Council. This was introduced by Bishop David Lawson, Chairperson of the 
Committee. The resolutionwas AGREED. 


XIV. ROMANCATHOLIC/METHODIST DIALOGUE 


Dr. Geoffrey Wainwright brought a resolutionthat the Roman Catholic/Methodist 
Dialogue continue. (Full reportappearsin Appendix II.) 

Bishop Raul Ruiz spoke of faith and sacramental life, that God is the only one to be 
worshiped, and thatRoman Catholicsalso worship saints. He asked the committeeto work 
in practical waysto serve the world. 
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Norman Young told of hiswork withthe Roman Catholic dialogueand that ‘we need 
to seek practical ways to work together.’’ He went on to explain that practical ways are 
generated at the local level. Hedid saythat Methodist baptism isrecognized inthe Roman 
Catholic Church and that the churches affirm each other. 

The Roman Catholic Methodist resolution wasunanimously AGREED as follows: 

Resolution: The World Methodist Council receiveswith gratitude 
the report ‘The Word of Life: A Statement on Revelation and Faith” 
made bythe Joint Commission with the Roman Catholic Church 

That the World Methodist Council renew the Commission's 
mandate to continue this dialogue; 

And that the World Methodist Council approve the topicslisted in 
paragraph 13 of the Report as suitable themesto pursue. 


XV. ANGLICAN/METHODIST DIALOGUE 


The Anglican/World Methodist resolution was introduced and Bishop William Oden 
responded toquestions. (Individual copies of the full report are available from the World 
Methodist Council.) The resolutionwas unanimously AGREED as follows: 

1. As the basis for growth into fuller communion between 
Anglicansand Methodistsin faith, mission and sacramentallife, we the 
Lambeth Conference/the World Methodist Council; together with the 
World Methodist Conference/The Lambeth Conference; affirm and 
recognize that: 

@ Both Anglicans and Methodists belong to the one, holy catholic 
and apostolic church of Jesus Christ and participate in the apostolic 
mission of the whole people of God. 

@ Inthe churches of our two Communions the Word of God is 
authentically preached and the Sacramentsinstituted by Christare duly 
administered. 

@ Ourchurchesshare inthe commonconfessionand heritage of the 
apostolic faith. 

2. In virtue of this recognition of each other's apostolicity as 
churcheswe, the Lambeth Conference/the World Methodist Council, 
agree to establish a Joint Working Group; 

(i) toprepare away of celebrating this mutual recognition; 
(ii) to prepare, in fullaccordance withthe principlesagreed in 
the reportof the Anglican-Methodist International Commission, guide- 
lines for procedureswhereby the competent authoritiesat appropriate 
geographicallevels would be enabled to implement: 
The mutual recognition of members; 
Eucharistic Communion going beyond mutual 
hospitality; 
@ Mutualrecognitionand inter-changeability of ministries 
andrites; 
@ Structures ofcommon decision-making. 

Resolution: That the World Methodist Council adopt the two 
resolutionsas formulated above (Paragraph 95, Number land Number 
Il ofthe Report). 
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XVI. ORTHODOX AND METHODISTS 


Bishop Ruediger Minor presented this resolutionand explained steps takento establish 
a dialogue which would affect many places around the world where Methodists and 
Orthodoxare neighbors. (A small booklet had been distributed with information on the two 
denominations. Individual copies are available from World Methodist Council.) 
Theresolution was presented by Dr. Geoffrey Wainwright and unanimoushy AGREED: 
Resolution: That the World Methodist Council authorize the 
establishment, in cooperation with His All-Holiness The Ecumenical 
Patriarch, of an International Dialogue with the Orthodox Churches 
along the lines of the preparatoryreport Orthodox and Methodists;” 
And thatthe World Methodist Council approve as possible sched- 
ule for sucha dialogue four meetings between 1997 and 2000 witha 
view to the presentation ofa reportto the two sidesin 2001. 


XVII. LUTHERAN/METHODIST DIALOGUE 


Inresponse toa questionabout the Lutheran/Methodist dialogue, itwasreported at 
the World Methodist Conference in Singapore that churches in each land were called onto 
act, and that full communionwas announced in some countries. Churches insome other 
countriesare still waiting for agreement concerning this relationship. (A major Lutheran 
World Federation/World Methodist Council International Joint Communion commenced 
in 1979 and completed dialogue in 1984. The report, “The Church, Community of 
Grace” hasbeen widelyused in national dialogues.) 


XVIII. ECUMENICS AND DIALOGUE RESOLUTION 


Dr. Wainwright brought the following resolution from the Ecumenicsand Dialogue 
Committee. 

Inreferenceto: 

1. Dialogue with Roman Catholic Church; 
2. Dialoguewith Anglicans, 
3. Dialoguewith Orthodox; 

That the World Methodist Council continue to participate through its General Secretary 
and ecumenical officers, inthe endeavor by the World Council of Churchesto clarifyitsown 
self-understanding as an instrument of the churchesas they seek to fulfill together their 
common calling to the glory of the Triune God. 

The resolutionwas AGREED. The meeting recessed for lunch. 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


XIX. RESOLUTIONON VIOLENCE 


After a song and prayer by Lawi Imathiu, Dr. English asked Dr. Maxie Dunnam, to 
introduce the resolution titled “Violence,” and anamendmentwasbroughttoadd “prayer 
and fasting” to the daily prayer time asmentioned initem four. 
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Bishop M. S. Mogoba of South Africa, told the group that this resolution was a 
combination from World Evangelism and Social and International Affairs, thatwe should say 
“enoughisenough... we should support this so much politicianscannotignoreit. Onceit 
starts, nobody can ignore it.” He pointed out that the church is the largest NGO (non 
government organization) in the worldand that the church should be able to have significant 
influence. 

Dr. David Deeks said this should be only the beginning of a movement to combat 
violence. He pointed out thatwe need to make the distinction between violence and the 
legitimateuse offorce. Itwas MOVED that the Socialand International Committee explore 
deeper questions if thisisto have significance. 

Itwasalso suggested by Rev. Robert Sweet that we investigate connectionof religious 
fundamentalism and systemic violence, and the group AGREED. 

Rev. Demetrius Palos of South Africa said they had a daily prayer time and this had 
particular value. He said this has been honored and made animpact for South Africa. 

The resolution was then AGREED asamended, andistobe circulated to allthe WMC 
member churches: 

VIOLENCE 
PREAMBLE: 

The World Evangelism Committee working closely with Regional 
Evangelism Secretaries, hascome toa firm conviction that the situation 
of violence and the destruction of life in Africa and elsewhere must 
provoke Christ's Church to speak out in the name of Jesusagainst the 
actions which devalue life and deny the fundamental promise of the 
Gospel —life in all its fullness for all creation. 

The World Methodist community abhors the abuse of human 
rights, murder and torture of innocent children, women and men 
anywhere in the worldand in the name of Christ calls for an immediate 
suspension ofall violent activities particularlyin Sierra Leone, Liberia, 
Nigeria, Rwanda, Burundi, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Bosnia and Ireland. 

The World Methodist community condemnsall those who perpe- 
trate conflict and cause violence to continue. Peace can only come 
about whenall-inchusive dialogue takes place, matched bya consistent 
will for a resolution, expressed in deeds as wellaswords. 
RESOLUTION: 

Beit thusresolved thatthe World Methodist Council, following the 
example of its effective initiatives to address and call for an end to 
Apartheid in South Africa: 

1. DEVELOP appropriate plansand resources tohelp sensitize 
the countries of the world to the tragedy of these countries; 

2. APPEAL directlytothe leadersand representativesof these 
countriesto exercise courageous leadership to resolve these conflicts; 

3. HELP the Methodist people and all other Christians in the 
areas concerned to strengthen their effortsin working for peace and in 
providing forthe needsof the victims whoare left homeless, destitute 
and poor asa result of these conflicts; 

4. CALLonall Methodist people and all other Christiansto join 
inadailytime of prayer where possible at noon, with specialintensity on 
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Fridays, asa part ofthe emphasisof World Evangelism on prayer and 
fasting, asking for the guidance of the Holy Spirit in transforming the 
world of violence and injustice; 

5. RECOMMIT all its energies in the name of Christ for the 
spread of scriptural holiness in these areas. 


XX. RESOLUTION ON WORLD DEBT 


The Rev. CathyBird presented a resolution from the Social and International Affairs 
Committee on World Debt. She pointed out loans were taken when there was much oil, 
plentyof money. She suggested the millennium shouldbe a “‘jubilee year” of forgiveness, 
including the recision of debt. 

It was pointed out that ‘‘economic justice” and “‘jubilee” were code words, and the 
suggestion was made that more work should be done for presentation to the United 
Nations.* The following resolutionwas AGREED: 

The World Methodist Council notes with alarm and outrage the 
steadily increasing gap between the rich and the masses ofthe world’s 
poor. 
The Councilis keenlyaware of the significantrole that global debt 
playsin the growth of povertyand itsassociated suffering. 
In the light of this, the WMC: 

(1) Callsupon the International Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank toimmediately cancel the paralysing debt thathas impoverished 
the people ofso many nations, and nottoimpose conditionsthat make 
it difficult for governments to provide safetynets forthe poor people of 
their countries. 

(2) Will seek to establish during the meeting of the 1997 
Executive Committee a work group on economic justice, consisting of 
representatives from each of the Council's Committees and agreed 
expert consultants to explore avenues through which the World 
Methodist Council and its member churches might more effectively 
pursue economic justice throughout the world. Meetings to be held 
during time of Executive Committee. 


XXI. RESOLUTIONONTRANSLATION AT WMC MEETINGS 


Rev. Cathy Bird brought a resolution from the Social and International Affairs 
Committee concerning translationat meetings. There was discussion about participants 
feeling isolated, and the treasurer, Dr.James Holsinger, pointed out that while costwasa 
factor, possible and achievable steps shouldbe pursued." Itwasnoted thatthe Education 
Conference had provided for translation. The resolutionwas AGREEDas follows: 

The World Methodist Council resolves that all future meetings of 
the Council, Conference and Executive Committee will use every 
possible means toprovide comprehensive translation facilitiesasneeded 
for all main meetings and satellite meetings. 
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The suggestion wasmade thata mailing go to Executive Committee members asking 
each(1) ‘the language you speak” and (2) ‘would you volunteer to translate.” 
*It was also AGREED that if extra meetings were planned in 
connectionwith discussion and suggestionsaround these two resolu- 
tions, the Social and International Affairs Committee would care for or 
find the necessary funding. 


XXII. WORSHIP AND LITURGY REPORT 


The Rev. D'Arcy Wood, Chairperson, spoke on behalf of the Worship and Liturgy 
Committee. He noted that he had given a complete reportthe previous day to the Council 
inthe presence of the Conference, sodid notrepeat his full report. He said the main focus 
of the work of the Worship and Liturgy Committee had been the planning and organization 
of the International Seminar on Worship titled, ‘Celebrating the Faithin our World Parish.” 

In connection with the Conference program, Rev. Wood offered the following 
suggestions: (1) that there be a connection of the Worship and Liturgy Committee with the 
Conference Program Committee concerning plans for Conference worship; and (2) that 
there be greater diversity in leadership along the lines ofrace, gender and age. 

The Rev. Wood referred to the election of Dr. Karen Westerfield-Tucker asthe new 
chairpersonofthe Worship and Liturgy Committee, and that the committee was looking 
forward to working with her. 


XXIII. RESOLUTION ON METHODIST MEN 


Dr. James Holsinger, Jr. brought a resolution concerning Methodist Men, and 
announced theyhope to meetattime of the Executive Committee, withmembersto pay their 
ownwayif necessary. The resolutionwas AGREED as follows: 

Whereas throughout the world there is a great need to bring 
Methodist Men intoactive ministryand service in their localities; and 
Whereas all Methodist Men can be more effective if theycanlearm 
more readily from other men around the world, who have had success- 
ful programs; and 
Whereasthe formation ofthe Councilof AsianMen isan example 
ofhowcooperation across denominations and countries holds great 
promise; and 
Whereas in other parts of the world organizational changes are 
being made to strengthen men’s work; therefore 
Be it resolved that the Officers of the World Methodist Council 
appoint a committee of those interestedin enhancing men's ministries 
to planand establish an organization that will: 
(1) Provide representation of Methodist Men from across the 
world; 
(2) Serveasa resource for programs, training, and motivation for 
men’s ministries; 

(3) Providea communication link for the replication of effective 
men'sprograms, 

(4) Become operative no later than 1998. 
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XXIV. THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION REPORT 


After a break and the singing of asong, Dr. English thenasked Bishop David Lawson, 
to bring a report on the work of the Theological Education Committee. Bishop Lawson 
reported thatall their work had led toward the seminar in Rio. He gave abrief outline oftheir 
speakers and topicsdiscussed. 

Dr. NormanE. Dewire presented recommendations from the Theological Education 
Committee. After discussion, the recommendationswere APPROVEDas follows: 

Whereas the World Methodist Council recognizes the increased 
global nature of the churchand the need for theological understandings 
of the faith, practice and beliefs of people of other religionsand cultures, 

Therefore, (A) it is recommended that in order to encourage 
globalization of theological education the World Methodist Council 
communicate with the theological schools/colleges the following 
activities: 

1. Commending the theological schools/colleges for their utili- 
zation of materials prepared by womenand personsof allethnic groups; 

2. Urging the theological schools/colleges to provide at least 
one course each in missiology and evangelism as part of the core 
curriculum and provide for the study of other religions; 


3. Urging the theological schools/colleges to make available 
opportunities for studentsto studyin Methodist theological schools/ 
collegesin other nations or cultures for atleast one termin order to lear 
skills in effective ministry in cross cultural situations and the impact of 
global factors ona community; 

4. Urging each of our theological schools/colleges to include 
persons fromdifferent culturesas full members of the faculty 

and, further (B) 

it isrecommended that the World Methodist Council: 

1. Consider the expansion of the World Methodist Council's 
Exchange Program toinclude theological school faculty for at least one 
academic term and preferably a full year 

2. Explore waysto secure funding for the exchange of faculty 
and studentinternsfrom those theological schools/colleges that other- 
wise could not participate in suchan exchange program 

3. Request the Theological Education Committee of the World 
Methodist Council to initiate the development, in cooperation with 
persons from theological schools/colleges, of a syllabus for curriculum 
in globalawareness, preceptsand spiritual principles of other religions 
and studies of cultures other than one’s own 

4. Provide opportunities for Methodiststo submit, for consider- 
ation for publication by ‘World Parish,” stories of experiences they 
have hadwith people of other religionsas examples of building bridges 
ofunderstanding between peoples of differentreligions. 

RESOLUTION: The World Methodist Council adopts A andB.3; 
refersB.1 and B.2 tothe Officers and the Executive Committee for 
consideration and appropriate action, commends B.4 to the Editor of 
“World Parish.” 
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XXV. RESOLUTION ONWESLEYAN ESSENTIALS 


A resolution coming as a joint project from five committees of the Council was 
introduced by Dr. NormanE. Dewire. He said the work wasdone ina spirit of conferencing 
and that the group intended it tobe offered to churches asaninstrument of guidance and 
healing. It was read, discussed, amendedand approved in sections. The text of Section], 
“Wesleyan Essentials,” was VOTED as follows: 


Wesleyan Essentials of Christian Faith 
The People Called Methodists 
The “people called Methodists’’ forma familyofchurcheswithin the World Methodist 
il. 


“e Weclaimand cherish our true place inthe one holy, catholic and apostolic 
church. 
© Our origins lie in the work of John and Charles Wesley in 18th century 
England which quickly spreadto everycorner of the world. 
@ The purpose of this work and ministrywas, andis, torenewthe Church and 
spread scriptural holiness, which includes social righteousness throughout the 
whole earth, to the glory of the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
@ Weconfess that often we have failed to live up to this high calling, and we 
repent of the times when our witness has distorted the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Trusting in the grace of God, we engage ourselvesanew in God's service. 
Our Beliefs 
Weaffirma visionof the Christian faith, trulyevangelical, catholic andreformed, rooted 
in grace and active in the world. 
© Methodistsaffirm the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testamentsas the 
primaryrule of faith and practiceand the center of theological reflection. 
@ Methodists professthe ancient ecumenical creeds, the Apostles’ and Nicene 


@ Inprayer, we waitin God’s presence, offer the searchingsand longings of our 
own hearts, for ourselves and in intercession for others, and open ourselves to 
God's Spirit to comfort, lead and guide. 

@ Inthe celebration of the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, we 
participate inthe mysteryof God's presence, redemption and reconciliation. 

@ Inreason, proclaiming and receiving the Gospel, we affirm God’ screating 
and saving power. 

@ From worship we go into the world to love and serve others and to be 
instrumentsof justice and peace in the establishment of God’s reign on earth. 
@ The language and form of worship emerge from the community through 
obedience to Jesus Christ and the creative power of the Holy Spirit. 

@ Weinherit thetreasury ofthe Wesley’ shymns, witha hymnodynow enriched 


from many other sources. 


Our Witness 
We proclaim Jesus Christ to the world through word, deedand sign. 


© Weseekthe realization of God’ swill for the salvation of humankind. 

@ Weare empowered bythe Holy Spiritto be signs of Christ's presence in our 
communities and inthe world through our preaching, teaching, and indeedsof 
justice, peace, mercy, and healing as the outworking of faith. 

@ Wewitnessto God’ sreign amongus now, as proclaimed by Jesus, and look 
forward to the full realization of the coming Kingdom when every form ofevilwill 
be destroyed. 

© Weseektounderstand andrespond to the contexts and situations in which 
we live, so that our witness will have integrity. 


Our Service 
We serve the world in the name of God, believing that our commitment comesto live 
in our actions, through the power of the Holy Spirit. 


Creed. 

thodi A ; ae : © AsfollowersofJesusof Nazareth, whocameto serve rather thanbe served, 
2 Me : ists seektoconfess, tointerpretand to live theapostolic faith, the faith we go into the world as people of God in Christ Jesus, to serve all people, 
once delivered tothe saints. 


@ Methodists acknowledge that scriptural reflection isinfluenced by the pro- 
cesses of reason, tradition and experience, while aware that Scripture is the 
primary source and criteria of Christian doctrine. 

@ Methodists rejoice in the loving purpose of Godin creation, redemption and 
consummation offered through grace to the whole world. 

@ Methodistsbelieve in the centrality of grace; creating, prevenient, justifying, 


regardless of their economic and social status, race, gender, age, physical and 
mentalability, sexuality, religion or cultural origin. 

© Being ‘‘filled with the energy of love," we anchor our service and our life and 
work in love for our neighbors, including those we perceive as our enemies. 

© Since all forms of Christian service are influenced by a given context of 
community and culture, we seek to express our love inappropriate ways. 

@ = Thelife ofholinessholdstogether conversionand justice, works of piety and 


and sanctifying. worksof mercy. 

@ Methodists believe inthe Lordship of Jesus Christ and the sufficiency of His © Empoweredby God, authentic Christian service isbased on Scripture, tested 

atoning work for all humankind. in community, affirms life and seeks the shalom of God’s reign. 

@ Methodists believe that we “are the friends of all and the enemies of none.” @ Recalling the story of the Samaritan (Luke 10:5f), we express and claim 
Our Worship compassion for all people andaccept the call in Christ to ‘‘suffer with” the least 

Weworship and give allegiance to the Triune God. of these in humilityand love. 

@ Inworship, we respond in gratitude and praise for God's mighty acts in Our Common Life 

creation, in history, in our communities, and in our personal lives. WeshareacommitmenttoJesus Christ that manifestsitselfinacommon heartand life, 

®@ Inworship, we confess our sin against God and one another and receive binding believers together ina common fellowship and anticipating solidarity within the 

God’ sgracious forgiveness. human family. 
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@ Having experienced the Gospel of Jesus Christasa liberating power from all 
oppression, we stand in solidaritywith all people who seek freedom, peace and 
justice. 

® Knowing that the love we share in Christ is stronger than our conflicts, 
broader thanour opinions, and deeper than the wounds we inflict onone another, 
we commit ourselves to participation in our congregations, denominations and 
the whole Christian family for the purpose of nurture, outreachand witness. 

@ Remembering our Gospel commitment to “‘love our neighbors," we will, 
through dialogue and partnership for service to the world, endeavor to establish 
relationshipswith believers of other religious traditions. 

Section I], ‘‘Idealsand Guidelines,’’ was RECEIVED by the World Methodist Council 
as suggestive guidelines when engaging with other Methodists, of the Christian World 
Communionsand people of other living faiths. 

Building on the Wesleyan Essentials of Christian Faith, 
These are Ideals and Guidelines for use by Methodist Christians 
in Congregationsand Judicatories 
A. Relationships Within the Methodist Family 

Inacknowledging that we area richly diverse family, living inall parts of the world, in 
the midst ofa variety of challenges, with varietiesof ways of expressing our faith, we commit 
ourselves to living in faithful relationship with all members of the Methodist family. This 
family of Methodist and United Churchescan onlybe strengthened for itslife andworkin 
the world by living in mutual respect with one another. 

We Promise To: 
@ Respecteach other’sintegrity in the expression of beliefsand convictions. 
© Listentoone another, sothatwe mayreach a deeper understanding of what 
each other believes, trusting that we are all as committed as each other, 
recognizing that listening aswell asspeaking isnecessary for genuine dialogue. 
@ Struggle with God’s word, understood within different cultures, seeking faith 
inJesus Christ. 
® Strive together to discern God's willto seek to prevent disagreements from 
becoming alienating and isolating. 
® Honor thevaried beliefs and practices of members of the Methodist family, 
not misrepresenting or disparaging them. 
@ Behonestand bold about our intentions and convictions. 
@ Respectanother’sright to disagree withoutisolating them from the family. 
@ Rememberthat our life together in the faith isat times difficult and painful, but 
that we are united in God's grace and love and called to love and serve one 
another. 

Some Of The Ways These Promises May Be Kept Are: 


@ Bysharing our materialand human resources for the purpose of enriching 
the life of the Church, between local churches and within communities. 

@ Byestablishing programsto facilitate the linking of local churchesboth within 
and between countries. Such links (involving the sharing of experience, theology, 
liturgy and friendship) could not only contribute to an increasing sense of 
Methodist identity, but could lead to a developing awareness of being part ofa 
wider Methodist family. 
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@ By encouraging the use of this statement along with other documents 
approved bythe World Methodist Council, such asthe World Methodist Social 
Affirmationand ‘‘Saved By Grace,” and the reports from dialogueswith other 
communions. 
@ Bynotimposingtheologicaldebatescurrentinone member ofthe familyon 
the whole family, yet not restricting dialogue. 
@ BytheWMC seeking ways, onan on-going basis, to ensure thatit isas fully 
representative as possible of the world wide Methodist family (especially with 
regard toage, gender, and regionaland denominational representation) soasto 
enable the voices of Methodistsaround the globe tobe heard through participa- 
tioninregional and international gatherings. 
@ Through the facilitation of debates, seminars, and forums inthe Methodist 
family which focus onissues of concernandinterest, suchas the church family, 
substance abuse, teenage pregnancy, unemploymentand poverty, etc. 
B. Dialogue With Other Christian World Communions 
Having reconciled the world to Himself, God has entrusted to us the Gospel of 
reconciliation. This Gospel demands that Christians be one at all levelsof their life together, 
evenwhile the richesof God’ sgrace allowand enable many expressionsof the one Gospel 
and of communal existence. 


XXVI. TREASURER’S REPORT 


Dr. JamesW. Holsinger, Jr., World Methodist Council Treasurer, broughta written 
report (Appendix IV.)and financial reports on World Methodist Council fund balancesand 
member churchcontributions for the years 1992 to date 1996. 

Bishop Nathaniel Linsey MOVED to receive the report with commendation. The 
reportwas APPROVED. 

Discussion then moved to the need for funds and pledge cards were made available 
for personal contributions. Questions included estimate of Conference expense; tally of 
offering for children; could members have the report earlier in order to study; when would 
abudgetbe prepared; howare member church contributions determined. Two questions 
were answered: offering total willbe announced in Conference tomorrow; budget must be 
approved by Executive (whichwill meetin 1997). 


XXVII. WORLD EXCHANGE PROGRAM 


Mrs. Edna Alsdurf, director, brought awritten report(Appendix V.), introduced her 
associate, Rev. Arthur Harris, and led ina time of remembrance for Rev. Wilfred Tooley, 
the previousassociate from Britain who died during his term in office. 


XXVIII. PROPOSALFOR GUIDELINES FOR NEW METHODIST CHURCHES 


Dr.John Mavor broughta resolution fromthe Uniting Church in Australia concerning 
preparation of guidelines pertaining to the introduction of new Methodist Churchesinto 
countries where there isalready a member church of the World Methodist Council. It was 
AGREED the resolution would go to the Officers for reference, as time did not permit 
processing in Rio. 
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The proposed guideline requested the Executive Committee: 

1. todevelopguidelinestobe applied whena member churchofthe World Methodist 
Council is associated with an intention to establisha new Methodist churchina 
nation where a WMC member churchalready exists; 

2. toconsultwith member churchesduring the processof developing the guidelines, 

3. torequestall member churches to observe the guidelines, following approval by 
the Executive Committee. 


equal enjoyment by women and girlsisa priority for Government and 
the United Nations, and isessential for the advancementofwomen’” 
(Platform of Action 4th World Conference on Women 1 995). 

The Federation affirmsthe United Nations’ agreementrelated to 
reproductive health, defined as “a state of complete physical, mental 
and social well-being and sexual health whose purpose isthe enhance- 
mentoflife and personal relations (Platform of Action). 

The World Federation willjoin the United Nationsofficialnetwork 
for 1999, the International Year of Older Personsandbecome involved 
inrelated activities. 

Itwilldocument throughoutits Areas the criticalissues, including 
economic, social and political rights, facing older women, launch 
educational campaigns and reportto the 2001 Assembly of the World 
Federation. 


XXIX. INTERNATIONAL PUBLISHING REPORT 


Mr. Brian Thornton, chairperson ofthe International Publishing Committee, hadto 
returnhomebecause of hiswife’sillness. The International Publishing reportwas distributed 
tomembersof the Counciland RECEIVED. (Appendix VI.) 

XXX. WORLD FEDERATION OF METHODIST WOMEN Women and Poverty 

The World Federation affirms the section on the ‘Economy’ 
adopted bythe 4th World Conference on Womenand the UN General 
Assembly. Recognizing that solutionswill vary from countryto country, 
the World Federation promotes the education of women about the 


Dr. Edith Loane, President of the World Federation of Methodist Women, called 
attention to their name change to World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church 
Women. She then asked for endorsement of WFMW resolutions (6). These were AGREED 


as follows: 


Ecumenical Decade 
Churches in Solidarity with Women, 1988-1998 

The World Federation reaffirms its support for the Ecumenical 
Decade (see Program Goal for 1991-1996) but notes with sadness 
that, forthe most part, the churches have not seized the opportunities 
offered. 

The Federation is particularly disturbed by the overwhelming 
number of male plenary presentersand workshop leaders at the 17th 
World Methodist Conference which does notreflect the global diversity 
ofthe Methodist churches. 

The Federation calls upon the World Methodist Council tourge the 
churchesto regardthe Decade asa priority and to recognizeitasanon- 
going challenge to the church. 

Human Rights - Children’s Rights 

The World Federation reaffirms its commitment to Human Rights 
(Program Goal 1991-1996). it continuesto urge Methodist Women: 
to show concern for Children's Rights as contained in the United 
Nations Conventionon the Rights of the Child; to give special attention 
to actions to implement the Convention. In particular, it wishes to 
emphasize: the right to education, especially for the girl child; the right 
to protectionand developmentas itrelates to the increasing number of 
streetchildren round the world. 

The World Federation continuesto advocate for the elimination of 
sexual exphitation and trafficking of children. 

Human Rights - Women’s Rights 

The World Federation recognizes that ‘all human rights are 

universal, indivisible, interdependentand interrelated. Their fulland 
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Platform of Action so that women will acquire knowledge, skills and 
training to empower them to act. 

The World Federation calls for specialattention tobe givento the 
problems of rural women and to the increasing plight of refugee 
women, 

The World Federation urges women’s equal access to, and full 
participation in, power structuresand decision-making structures in 
governmental bodies. 

Women and Violence 

The World Federation of Methodist Womenaftirms the 1993 UN 
“Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women’ and calls 
the Federation and the World Methodist Council to find ways to 
participate in the implementation of the Declaration in those actions 
called for in Article 4 ofthe document. (Available from WMC Office). 

The World Federation deploresthe factthat theologyand culture 
are often invoked to condone violence against women, physical and 
social, emotionaland mental. Therefore, the World Federationcallson 
the World Methodist Council toaddress urgently thisconcemwith their 
member churches. 

Women and AIDS 

The World Federation calls the churchesto increase their invoke- 
mentin HIV/AIDS concern. 

The alarming increase inthe numbers of HIV/AlDscases, espe- 
ciallyamong children and women, should be challenging enoughto 
weave us together with threads of solidarity. These threads must be 
woven into actions of education, networking and care. Therefore, the 
Federation should: (1) provide continuous HIV/Aids education for 
clergyand laity; (2) recognize and network with the existing agencies 
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XXXI. 


The following resolution which came as a result of the WMHS meetings with the 


and organizations for HIV/AIDS; (3) learn from personswith HIV/ 

AIDS about their life experience and share their stories; (4) provide 

survival and nurturing resources for personswith HIV/AIDS and their 
Women and the Environment 

We call upon Methodist Women to respect the frailty of God's 
creation and to endorse the Environment recommendations in the 
Beijing Conference Platform of Action. 

Further, to eliminate wasteful use of natural resources, to encour- 
age positive steps to conserve and renew forests, to educate about 
recycling materials, and to urge passage and enforcement of lawsto 
controlwater and air pollution. 

The group agreed to ENDORSE Ecumenical Decade 1988- 
1998; and agreed toENDORSE United Nations Article Four: Elimina- 
tion of all discrimination. 


WORLD METHODIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Benedictines, was MOVED by Robert Williams, secondedand AGREED: 


The World Methodist Historical Society urges the World Method- 
ist Council toinitiate a dialogue with sisters andbrothers of Holinessand 
Pentecostal churches. Our discussionsin the last two days have shown 
that thereisa kindred spiritualinheritance between Methodist, Holiness 
and Pentecostal Churches, and we share many specific points of 
common history. Although we recognize that many Pentecostals are 
notinterested in ecumenical dialogue, others have expressedan interest 
inrelatingthe Pentecostal movement to ecumenical Christianity. We 
urge the World Methodist Councilto represent global Methodism in 
serving asa catalyst to help our sisters and brothersinthe Pentecostal 
movementrelate toglobal ecumenism. 


XXXII. 2000th ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS 


One ecumenical focus will likely be a simple act of witness in 
Bethlehem in keeping with the simplicity of the first Christmas-with 
world Christian leaders coming tojoinwiththe leadersand people of the 
Christian community in the land of Jesus’ birth, life and ministry. 
(December 1999, or an agreed-upon date.) 

AGREED: That the World Methodist Council be officially repre- 
sented in the ecumenical plansbeing developed by the Conference of 
Secretaries of Christian World Communions. 


I. Methodist and related United Church local church participation will 
ensure the anniversary has meaning and significance inthe churches 
that comprise the World Methodist Council. Generalideas carefully 
developed and sensitively offered by the Council for consideration and 
possible use might include: 

A period of Bible Study together in the Advent/Christmas seasons 
1997, 1998, 1999 and a period in the year 2000. (Below are 
suggestive themes for illustration only.) 

@ Advent/Christmas 1997 -The Promise of Christ's Coming, (Isaiah 
and the Prophets) 

@ Advent/Christmas 1998-The Announcement fromthe Gospel 
(The Annunciation), 

© Advent/Christmas 1999 -The events surrounding the Birth (the 
manifestation tothe shepherds, the coming of the Magi, etc.) 

@ Astudybooklet of 6-8 chapters for use in the year 2000 might be 
focused on the consequences of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, the 
formation of the church in the Book of Acts, what has happenedin the 
2000-year history of the church over the world, the spread of the 
Christian faith, the witness of the church today, itsincredible presence 
in virtually every nation inwhich signsof Christ’ s presence arelifting the 
level of life for people and giving hope. 

Themes takenup in imaginative ways- couldinclude: children's 
plays; series of messagesleading up to the 2000th anniversary of the 
birth; daily devotional written by local church members following 
specified themes for the month of December in these years, 1997, 
1998, 1999, and inexpensively printed tobe read bymembersof the 


Aresolution on the 2000th anniversary of the birth of Jesus was brought from the 
Council Officers after being discussed and agreed in their meeting in Cambridge, England 
in October 1995. Itwas discussed in sections and each section VOTED as follows: 


local church in their homes. 


AGREED: Thatthe World Methodist Council Executive Commit- 
tee, having in mind any ecumenical plans, prepare suggestionsto be 


Plans to Mark the 2000th Anniversary of 
The Birth of Jesus Christ 

I. Most Christian Churches around the world will want to share in 
plansto mark the 2000th anniversary of Jesus’ birth. Inthisanniver- 
sary Christians reflect on the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem and the 
startling fact that because of his entrance into our world, and 2000 
years of Christian witness and development, one third of the world's 
people tosome extent shape their livesaroundJesus' birth, life, death 
and resurrection, calling Him Savior and Lord. In every place Chris- 
tians seek to bear witness to God's love and power to lift human life. 
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offered Council member churchesto stimulate ideas. What is done in 
each WMC member church will be determined by that church or its 
local congregations. 
Il. Actsofsolidaritywith indigenous Christiansin the Bethlehem area 
togive substance and credibility to the anniversary of Jesus’ birth. 
This goal of standing with and working alongside indigenous 
Christians now are struggling to keep hospitals, schools, service 
institutions openand evento survive, will give substance tothe witness 
to the anniversary of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem and will enable con- 
cerned menand womento visit the Christian community notjust as 
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tourists viewing stones and shrines but as faith partners with those 

whose family roots go back to the time when ‘'the Word was made 

flesh” in Bethlehem. Christians in the Bethlehem area are rapidly 

decreasing innumbers and they often feelisolatedand alone. 

Dr. Robert L. Wilken inthe book, “The Land Called Holy,” writes: “Christianity 
isnota European religion; its homeland isin the Middle East and continuitywith its pastis 
dependent on the Christians who continue to live in that land in which the faith is native. 
Were the holy placesturned into museumsorarcheological curiosities, as they have been 
in Turkeyand Tunisia, the tangible links that stretch backthrough historyto theapostlesand 
to God’s revelation in Christ would be severed. ...only people not stonesand earthand 
marble, can bear an authentic witness.” 

Indicationsare that Israeli tourism will focuson Nazarethin Galilee 

during the year 2000, bypassing Bethlehem. It is important for 

Christians from aroundthe world to stand with the Christian community 

in Bethlehemas thisis the actual place of Jesus’ birth, and where the 

2000th Anniversary of this event inhistory willbe celebrated. 

Some of the World Methodist Council member churches have 
experience in organizing short-term workteams that work in places of 

need, in particular, the Bethlehem/Jerusalem area. Informationoftheir 

experience of workteams operating in Christiancommunities around 

Bethlehem can be made available. 

AGREED: That the World Methodist Council offer information 
concerning ways support can be provided through the formation of 

work teams in which personsoffer themselves for service in short-term 

projects designed to strengthen the witness of Christians living in the 

Holy Land. 


XXXII. EPWORTH OLD RECTORY 


Abrieforalreportwasbroughton Epworth Old Rectoryand trustees were recognized. 
The Council was reminded that the Epworth Old Rectoryisa place of great significance in 
Methodist history. The reportwas ACCEPTED. 


XXXIV. WESLEY WORKS EDITORIAL PROJECT 


Dr. Richard Heitzenrater, general editor, reported that Wesley Works Editorial Project 
wasnearly halfwaythrough, and that inthe spring of 1997 the 16th volume of the planned 
34, would be released. The reportwas ACCEPTED. 


XXXV. FRIENDS OF THE MUSEUM 


Dr. Joe Hale reported for FRIENDS of the Museum, an organization that helps 
purchase newacauisitions for the Museumand helpswith maintenance. The Museumis 
located in the headquarters building of the World Methodist Council at Lake Junaluska. 
FRIENDS sponsor an annual dinner meeting for business featuring a prominent speaker. 
FRIENDS also work as volunteers and promote the ministry of the Museum. 
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XXXVI. MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

dillian Tabart questioned the Chairperson about whether Council Members would 
receive minutes from Officers and Executive Committee meetings. Dr. English AGREED 
that minutes from Executive and Officers Meetings would be sent to all Council Members. 

Betty Stith pointed to the lack of women onthe program and asked the WMC to look 
at qualified African women. 

It was suggested the WMC establish a web site on the Internet. (Dr. Hale responded 
that thisisin the planning stages.) 

Marlene Britton, MCCA, referred toa memoof July 16 and asked thatsome mention 
be made concerning ‘‘diakonia’"’ — the ministry of deacons and deaconesses. It was 
suggested that this be referred tothe Officers. 

John Bowyer, speaking from Taba Group 10, suggested that information from ALL 
seminars to go ALL delegates, that there be a day for Delegatestodo hands-on work. He 
asked how Delegates maybe more involved. 

Terry Heck MOVED: ‘The adoption of these resolutions regarding ecumenical 
dialogue shall be considered and employed in the work of all committees of the WMC; 
Youth, Evangelism, Education, Theological Education, Family Life, Socialand International 
Affairs, Worship. Thiswas AGREED. 

Rev. Auvaa rose to ask that his area, the Pacific, not be used again asa nuclear test site, 
and the Pacific Oceana rubbishdump. He asked for the prayers for people inthe Pacific 
and for leaders of the great nationsofthe world, that this appeal might be heard and heeded. 

Bishop Azariah suggested that all lectures and seminar materials be made available. 

Dr. English closed in prayer. 
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